








The roundtables and workshops bring different stake-
holders in the justice community together and foster 
mutual understanding about priorities within the 
justice sector in China. Notably, our Xi’an Lawyers 
Salon, which began in mid-2010, is now a monthly 
event where local lawyers gather together to share 
case strategies and find professional support.
 

Rights Awareness Campaigns
Since 2003, IBJ has organized  widespread annual 
rights campaigns in cooperation with Legal Aid cent-
ers, universities, justice institutions, and various 
government bodies. The campaigns have covered all 
32 provincial regions in China, including urban and 
rural areas. Distributed brochures and posters have 
targeted minority populations, urban migrant work-
ers, and other vulnerable groups.

In 2005, IBJ held the campaign along the historic 
Long March route which transformed the landscape 
of China 70 years ago.  In devising the Long March 
to Justice Campaign IBJ aims to transform the legal 
consciousness by informing ordinary citizens of their 
rights and privileges. Participants used a number of 
creative and unique approaches to implement the ob-
jectives of the campaign among them:

�‡�� Distributing “Advisement of Rights” brochures
�‡�� Conducting individual counselling sessions
�‡�� Visiting detention centers and prisons to speak 

with detainees about their procedural rights
�‡�� Targeting vulnerable communities, such as 

potential juvenile offenders, 
�‡�� Conducting community roundtables
�‡�� Holding a Moot Court, designed to highlight the 

key elements in the Chinese criminal justice system

Over 20 law schools and 50 Legal Aid centers have 
been involved in the effort, with over 3,000 law 
school students and volunteers enthusiastically par-
ticipating in these campaigns. Justice sector officials 
including police officers have also been active in dis-
tributing these materials to the public.

Over 60,000 brochures and posters have been dis-
tributed and an estimated half-million individuals 
have been reached through online coverage. In ad-
dition, over 5,000 free legal consultations have been 
conducted on site during these campaigns. 

 

Individual Cases
A total of 139 of these have been taken under IBJ’s 
Duty Lawyer project in 2011. Under this project, 
IBJ—in cooperation with the Xincheng Procurator-
ate, the Shaanxi Female Legal Workers’ Association, 
and local law firm partners—takes cases at the pre-
trial stage, where lawyers in the Chinese system are 
able to have the biggest impact. In addition to taking 
cases, the lawyers involved in the program receive 
special training in pre-trial advocacy skills and re-
ceive mentorship support on individual cases from 
local and foreign lawyers at our Northwest DRC.

This project has been a success in both preventing 
prosecution of those innocently accused and finding 
alternatives to incarceration for juvenile offenders. 
For example, in October, our client Jing was accused of 
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stealing from the family for which he was babysitting. 
The only evidence was hearsay testimony, proof that 
he was at the location, and a coerced confession. Duty 
Lawyer Attorney Geng worked hard to demonstrate 
to the prosecutor the flaws in the confession and lack 
of verifiable evidence of the crime. Consequently, de-
spite the coerced confession, the prosecutor accepted 
the defense attorney’s recommendation and referred 
the case back down to the investigative level. 

In another case, our client Pengpeng, a seventeen 
year old migrant worker’s child was caught stealing 
approximately 300 US dollars from the wallet of a car 
he was cleaning. According to the Chinese Criminal 
Law, this would carry a sentence of six months to one 
year in prison.  Pengpeng is a secondary school drop-
out who quit to get a job to support his disabled fa-
ther. While Pengpeng admitted to the theft, the Duty 
Lawyer worked to find him an alternative to impris-
onment so that he could keep working and not have 
the stigma of a criminal record. With Pengpeng’s 
cooperation, the victims recovered the stolen funds. 
While the prosecutor was concerned of the possibility 
he would reoffend, the Duty Lawyer helped Pengpeng 
write a letter of apology to the victim and also agreed 
to help supervise her client for a six month probation-
ary period. The prosecutor accepted the Duty Law-
yer’s request. Pengpeng was released from detention 
and not prosecuted. He has now found a new job as a 
security guard.

Law School Clinics
IBJ supports 14 criminal law clinical programs at law 
schools nationwide. Under this project, law profes-
sors are trained in how to develop clinical programs, 
create curriculums that provide students with hands-
on experience, and deliver an interactive educational 
program. In addition to receiving training and finan-
cial support, clinics are periodically evaluated and 
schools receive advice on how to improve their pro-
grams.
Through these clinics, the next generation of China’s 
defense lawyers is being trained to be both skillful 
and passionate in their advocacy. 
 

New Projects

The Defender Empowerment Series

IBJ’s Defender Empowerment Series (DES) is de-
signed to empower defense attorneys and to improve 
fundamental deficiencies in the delivery of criminal 
defense services to the accused by producing a sus-
tainable, self-generating network of expert lawyers 
and legal skills trainers.

The DES will employ IBJ’s train-the-trainer curricu-
lum to build a sustainable cadre of trainers who can 
replicate IBJ’s successful model throughout China. 
At the outset, IBJ will recruit 36 of the best and the 
brightest practicing criminal defense lawyers and 
trainers and help them build their skills to then teach 
an additional 5,000 dedicated lawyers the art of liti-
gation and the role of defense lawyers in promoting 
the rule of law. The DRCs will support these trainers 
with a wide range of training resources and also will 
incorporate IBJ’s work on indigent defense best prac-
tice standards into the training events.

Over time the DES will pragmatically transform Chi-
nese criminal defense practices and elevate the pro-
fessional skills and status of criminal defense attor-
neys.
Memoranda of Understanding have already been 
signed by the first 17 participating lawyers and they 
are scheduled to undergo a training-of-trainers in 
December 2011.
 
The Defender Engagement Corps

IBJ’s Defender Engagement Corps (DEC) is designed 
to support the development of the Chinese Legal aid 
system as a viable mechanism for delivering legal ser-
vices to the poor.  To accomplish this, the DEC project 
provides trainings and partnerships with domestic 
law firms to create teams of lawyers specially trained 
and focused on providing reliable indigent-defendant 
legal services.



“International Bridges to Justice
 represents an incredibly powerful force

 for systemic social change” 

The Skoll Fundation

In this program, IBJ will enable five law firms to take 
more Legal Aid cases and will promote early access to 
counsel for the indigent accused. Corps members will 
receive training and mentorship from DES graduates 
and seasoned criminal defense lawyers at partner law 
firms. The firms in turn will request additional Legal 
Aid cases and provide supervision to Corps lawyers. 
Over the next three years, between 25 and 50 lawyers 
will defend a minimum of 1,000 legal aid cases.

Three law firms have already signed Memoranda of 
Understanding with IBJ and have begun taking cases. 

 

Pilot Project of Juvenile Justice

IBJ is beginning three new pilot projects that empha-
size early access to counsel in juvenile cases in cen-
tral, southwest, and southeast China. Partners in the 
projects include procuratorates, PSB officials, Justice 
Bureau officials, and local university criminal defense 
law clinics. IBJ’s DRCs are playing a central role in 
training initial participants, providing mentorship, 
and documenting results. Successful models devel-
oped from these pilot projects will be promoted na-
tionally.

The first two pilots are building the legal community 
infrastructure so that stakeholders work towards the 
same goal of protecting fundamental legal rights by 
facilitating lawyer engagement at the earliest stage 

of the case. In one of the pilot locations, Shapingba, 
one-hundred percent of juveniles are now provid-
ed the option to access free counsel at the earliest 
stages. IBJ is now working to train these lawyers to 
improve the efficacy of their work. The second pilot 
will build upon the success of this project as well as 
the Duty Lawyer project to spread the early access 
model.

For the third project, IBJ will assist the local procu-
ratorate in establishing an office for pre-trial inves-
tigation and develop a mechanism to make social 
investigation reports available to both the defense 
and the prosecution. These reports help support ju-
veniles’ applications for alternatives to prosecution 
and incarceration. This pilot is built off an IBJ volun-
teer-led initiative in 2010 that successfully helped six 
juvenile accused avoid lengthy detentions. 


