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 Rule of law is the most important element 

in any civil society.

Mo Ibrahim

2

IBJ Annual Report 2013-14_13November2015.indd   2 13/11/15   00:46



Contents
Message from the CEO	 2

IBJ’s Model	 4

IBJ in:

	 Cambodia	 6

	 China	 9

	 India	 12

	 Burundi	 14

	 Rwanda	 17

	 Zimbabwe	 19

	 Singapore	 21

IBJ’s JusticeMakers program	 23

Online Legal Resources	 26

Communities of Conscience	 27

Interfaith	 29

Youth Scholars	 31

Message from the Chairman	 33

Financial Report	 34

Governance	 35

IBJ Partners	 35

Staff & Consultants	 37 

Volunteers	 38

2013-14 Donors	 39

64 rue de Monthoux

CH-1201, Geneva, Switzerland

internationalbridges@ibj.org

Phone:  +41(0).22.731.24.41

www.ibj.org  

International Bridges to Justice is dedicated to ensuring the basic legal rights 

of ordinary individuals throughout the world. Specifically, IBJ works to guar-

antee every person the right to competent legal representation, the right to be 

protected from cruel and unusual punishment, and the right to a fair trial.

International Bridges to Justice is a non-governmental 
organization in Special Consultative Status with the Economic 
and Social Council of the United Nations.

Cover Photo by Ian Maclellan: IBJ International Programme 
Director Sanjeewa Liyanage (left) meets Evans Muswahili, a 
JusticeMaker from Kenya along with his wife.
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Celebrating Years of
Transformative Change

M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  C EO

IBJ Founder and CEO Karen Tse

For fifteen years IBJ 
has pioneered access 
to justice programs 

around the world, to protect 
people trapped in failed 
legal systems and to produce 
durable, long-term judicial 
reform. 
Thousands of individuals 
have been released from 
improper detainment because 
of our on-the-ground work. 
May others have been treated 
humanely rather than tor-
tured by the very legal system 
meant to ensure their rights. 
Progress at the case level has 
been matched by achieve-
ments at the policy level. IBJ 
works collaboratively across 
all sectors with governments, 
legal actors, and civil soci-
ety leaders, thus producing 
lasting improvements to the 
judicial infrastructure in more 
than 40 countries across four 
continents where we have run 
programs. 
Our lawyers, staff and team 
members have persevered 
through many challenges. 
Yes, our lawyers themselves 
have been detained, threat-
ened and abused. IBJ staff 
regularly face hardship and 
intimidation. Yet, we see signs 
of improvements everywhere. 
It is not only the overcoming 
of extraordinary challenges 
that we celebrate, it is also the 
day-to-day commitment and 
everyday actions of all of our 

team members that has made 
all the difference. The world 
is undergoing a legal rights 
revolution in which access 
to justice is finally seen as 
part of the core development 
agenda. This is a message we 
have been proud to carry into 
prisons, courthouses, na-
tional ministries and United 
Nations conferences. 
International Bridges to 
Justice was founded in 2000 
to apply innovation and new 
thinking to strengthen the 
rule of law and end the use 
of investigative torture. IBJ 
protects individuals, improves 
communities and transforms 
countries. The world is a 
safer, more prosperous place 
because of our efforts. By 
fostering the rule of law in 
some of the world’s most 
broken places, IBJ is a cata-
lyst to achieving the broader 
development goals on the 
global agenda, from political 
stability to economic progress.
In recent years, IBJ has flour-
ished. Our country programs 
are stronger than ever: there 
are 41 countries where we 
have overseen programs or 
have a JusticeMaker Fellow. 
It has helped create a shift 
in consciousness, a sense of 
urgency, and bring about 
lasting change. Yet we realized 
that only a worldwide move-
ment provides the necessary 
critical mass for IBJ to realize 

its vision. So in recent years 
we have expanded our work 
to new communities such as 
interfaith leaders and youth, 
to foster this movement at the 
local, national and interna-
tional levels. 
To be sure, the economic cli-
mate for non-profit organiza-
tions has been challenging in 
recent years. IBJ has respond-
ed by pruning certain activi-
ties. Yet we have also invested 
carefully to expand our reach 
and impact. The strategy 
paid off. We have made solid 
inroads in countries going 
through difficult transitions 
– notably Egypt post-Arab-
Spring and Myanmar amid a 
democratic opening. We have 

poured resources into innova-
tive e-learning toolkits so that 
defense lawyers in distant 
corners can benefit from best-
in-class materials to uphold 
the rule of law. The results 
speak for themselves: more 
people enjoy better access to 
justice than ever before.
This kind of transformational 
change does not happen with-
out the resources and support 
of partners who share our ide-
als. We are grateful for your 
faith and contributions to all 
we have done. We need you 
to join us for the next phase 
of our growth, as we bring 
legal rights to more people 
in more troubled places, and 
make an even bigger impact.
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“In our individual country trainings and conferences, the actual 
legal training is only one part of the whole. It is a place where 
lawyers and the judicial community come together and look hon-
estly at the past, present and future ahead of them. In addition 
to legal tactics, we have sung songs, written poems, cried tears 
of grief and disbelief and then tears of joy with a desire to move 
forward, to make history and create a different reality for future 
generations.”

I can look to the thousands of people who have participated 
in IBJ’s innovative mission, who have given their hearts and 
minds in the service of others. Our people in the field are an 
inspiration. They have taken their own — sometimes harrowing 
— stories, and turned them into meaningful lessons for others 
so that they may not live through similar experiences. Without 
our generous donors and partners who have supported us 
with funding, resources and expertise, we would never have 
accomplished what we have. Our victories are yours, first and 
foremost. Thank you. 
There is much to celebrate. IBJ currently runs Defender 
Resource Centers in six countries: Cambodia, China, India, 
Rwanda, Burundi, and Zimbabwe. IBJ has established itself as 
the leading online provider of information on the rule of law 
for defenders in developing countries, with more than one mil-
lion visits annually to our Criminal Defense Wiki.
The IBJ JusticeMakers program supports legal reform projects 
that strengthen local communities through innovative legal re-
form. It is noteworthy that IBJ has once again awarded four fel-
lowships to projects focusing on the intersection of HIV/AIDS 
and the criminal justice system, in partnership with the Levi 
Strauss Foundation. In 2014, we awarded nine JusticeMaker 
fellowships. 
Today I look ahead to the work that remains. Access to justice 
is achievable, and we will monitor this as part of the UN’s 
Sustainable Development Goals. Investigative torture is entirely 
preventable; just as previous generations abolished slavery and 
apartheid, the conditions are ripe to end this injustice in our 
lifetime.

And IBJ’s innovation and fresh thinking continues. We are 
preparing an “Access to Justice Summit” to bring together the 
ever-expanding legal-rights community of nonprofit groups 
and international programs. As one of the earliest and most 
established access-to-justice groups, we understand we have a 
special responsibility. The event will also bring together leaders 
from around the world to commit to actions that will ensure 
that access to justice becomes the rule, and not the exception, 
in every country. 
So to the IBJ community: thank you for sharing our vision 
and supporting our actions. These twin elements – vision and 
action – encapsulate what is needed to bring about profound, 
long-term change, and you are a critical part of it. 
May we move forward boldly. Together we can serve others and 
build a more just world.

With gratitude,
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I B J ’ s  M o d e l

The Movement to Increase 
Access to Justice in Our Lifetime
With cooperation from the entire legal community, we can elimi-

nate investigative torture and implement a more humane vision of 

criminal justice

Every day through-
out the world, 
hundreds of 

thousands of individuals are 
detained arbitrarily, tortured, 
and denied access to counsel. 
Many will never receive a fair 
trial. These systematic hu-
man rights abuses suffered 
by countless individuals are 
a colossal injustice hidden in 
plain sight.

        	 Many countries 
have made great strides 
in recent years toward 

formal recognition of in-
ternational criminal justice 
conventions. But often, laws 
designed to safeguard defen-
dants’ rights lack teeth and 
are not effectively enforced. 
Today, 3.2 million people of 
the global prison population 
of 10 million are held without 
having been convicted of a 
crime. Broken justice systems 
victimize the poorest of the 
poor, who suffer the worst 
human rights violations. This 
is 100% preventable. IBJ 
believes that skilled defense 
attorneys, equipped with ad-
equate training and support, 
are the key to unlocking the 
full potential of criminal jus-
tice reforms., IBJ was founded 
to bridge this gap between 
laws and how they are imple-
mented. We focus on local 
laws, safeguarding individual 
rights, and strengthening 
the critical and most often 

neglected defender side of the 
scale.

Mission

     IBJ works to guarantee 
all individuals the right to 
competent legal representa-
tion, the right to be pro-
tected from cruel and unusual 
punishment, and the right 
to a fair trial., IBJ recognizes 
the fundamental principles 
of the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights and is 
dedicated to protecting the 
basic legal rights of ordinary 
individuals in developing 
countries.

Theory of change

 IBJ’s mission is global in 
scope, marshalling a worldwide 
community of public defenders 
and legal rights advocates to 
support the work of defense at-
torneys in developing countries. 
In each of its country programs, 
IBJ works at both the national 
level, influencing decision-
makers to institute system-wide 
reforms, and on the local 
level. IBJ fosters grassroots 
transformation through train-
ing sessions, criminal justice 
roundtables, rights awareness 
campaigns, and the provision of 
legal protection to the indigent 
accused through Defender 
Resource Centers (DRCs). 
Through its soft-governance 
approach, IBJ has developed a 
unique strategy of partnering 

with criminal justice stakehold-
ers, including judges, police 
and prosecutors, thus ensuring 
its relationships with key actors 
are cooperative and non-adver-
sarial. With both in-country 
and global programs, IBJ seeks 
worldwide momentum to end 
custodial torture and to estab-
lish defender standards.

In-Country Programs 
Trainings
     Lifelong learning plays a 
crucial role in the develop-
ment of lawyers around the 
world. IBJ’s Legal Training 
Resource Centre increases 
defense capacity by offer-
ing general instruction on 
topics that all lawyers need 
to know, as well as more 
advanced practice courses in 
criminal defense. Through 
the provision of worldwide, 
on-demand web-based eLearn-
ing courses, IBJ builds the key 
skills necessary for criminal 
defenders to perform their 
jobs effectively and uphold 
the rights of the accused.
 
These educational materials 
are developed under a global 
curriculum that reflects local 
laws and international human 
rights standards.
 
Currently, there are simply 
not enough skilled defense 
attorneys available to provide 
adequate representation to 

everyone accused of a crime, 
nor is there the necessary 
infrastructure to support their 
work. To address these short-
falls, IBJ provides training to 
both new and experienced 
criminal defense attorneys, 
increasing the number of 
lawyers taking criminal cases 
and improving each lawyer’s 
ability to provide competent 
representation. IBJ also trains 
other actors within the justice 
system, such as police, prison 
officials, and judges in best 
practices for safeguarding the 
rights of the accused.

Justice Roundtables
     To promote cooperation 
from the entire legal com-
munity and mutual respect 
among different stakeholders, 
IBJ regularly convenes round-
table meetings where defense 
lawyers, police, prison offi-
cials, prosecutors, and judges 
engage with one another to 
seek practical solutions and 
identify common ground. 
Representatives from local 
government, community 
members and legal academics 
are also included. By provid-
ing a forum for these parties 
to communicate constructive-
ly, IBJ fosters a deeper un-
derstanding of the role that 
defense attorneys play in the 
development of a functioning 
criminal justice system.
Rights Awareness Campaigns 
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     Knowledge is a powerful 
tool in the fight for human 
rights. By equipping ordinary 
individuals with an aware-
ness of their legal rights, IBJ 
greatly increases the likeli-
hood that such individuals 
will assert their rights in 
case of arrest. IBJ publicizes 
the role that lawyers play in 
protecting the accused from 
illegal detention and torture. 
This encourages individual 
defendants to demand repre-
sentation, widens the general 
public’s understanding of the 
importance of defense at-
torneys, and increases public 
support for their work. IBJ 
employs a variety of media 
platforms to raise aware-
ness, from posters to radio 
broadcasts.

Defender Resource Centers 
And Legal Services 
     Defender Resource 
Centers (DRCs) are IBJ’s 
principal vehicle for trans-
formative change. Serving as 
the hubs of IBJ’s in-country 
activities, the DRCs enable 
IBJ to complement its legal 
defense trainings with men-
toring and one-on-one case 
consultations, opportunities 
for networking and skill shar-
ing, and providing technical 
support for defense lawyers.
The DRCs also operate as 
community legal centers, 
the first stop for those seek-

ing help for themselves or 
accused family members. 
Through the DRCs, IBJ-
trained lawyers take on 
hundreds of cases annually, 
increasing access to justice 
for the indigent accused and 
strengthening the country’s 
pro bono culture. In such a 
way, DRCs provide a model 
for the implementation of a 
properly functioning legal aid 
system.

Global Programs 
Justicemakers
     Through our 
JusticeMakers platform, we 
connect the best criminal 
justice defenders across the 
world to share intellectual 
capital and best practices. We 
fund innovative projects that 
bring change to local criminal 
justice systems and award 
$5,000 fellowships to innova-
tive lawyers and legal activists 
to spread their initiatives 
around the world.

Online Legal Resources
     Our eLearning platform 
and Criminal Defense Wiki 
have had 1.5 million views 
since their creation, provid-
ing vital assistance to human 
rights defenders worldwide 
and allowing legal knowl-
edge and best practices to be 
shared. No matter where they 
are, lawyers and legal activists 
can access these resources and 

find out crucial information 
about everything from legal 
procedures, to the impact of 
new criminal codes, to how 
best to intervene and prevent 
custodial torture. By making 
these resources available on 
a global scale and organizing 
them in an accessible way, IBJ 
moves one step closer towards 
institutionalizing defender 
standards worldwide.

Lawyer2lawyer
    Our Lawyer2Lawyer pro-
gram provides opportunities 
for the legal community to 
build links with courageous 
lawyers throughout Asia, 
Africa and Latin America, 
who work in the most chal-
lenging places on Earth. 
Offering firms, public de-
fender’s offices, prosecutors 
and law schools the oppor-
tunity to help lawyers on the 
ground, Lawyer2Lawyer seeks 
to build enduring relation-
ships between different legal 
actors.

Interfaith
   IBJ seeks to build a com-
munity of faith leaders across 
the world, coming together to 
form supportive partnerships 
and bridges of support. A key 
part of this strategy is uniting 
faith-based institutions to 
stand unequivocally against 
the use of torture. IBJ seeks 
to build an interfaith move-

ment that unites spiritual and 
religious leaders to stand in 
solidarity to end torture with 
access to justice.

Youth Scholars
   The Youth Scholars 
Program is an important 
component of IBJ’s long-term 
vision and strategy. Seeking 
to engage and empower youth 
across the world, our Youth 
Scholars actively collaborate 
to raise awareness about legal 
and human rights, building 
bridges between communities 
that bring together the lead-
ers of tomorrow. This next 
generation of social entrepre-
neurs are, in whatever way 
they can, helping our fight 
to end torture and achieve 
universal due process.
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I B J  i n  C a mb  o d i a

Continuing to tackle 

the problem of a 

shortage of lawyers 

and trained profes-

sionals, particularly 

in remote areas, IBJ 

extended its services to 

the remote province of 

Oddar Meanchey in 

December 2013

Justice  Facts Sources (all countries):
Rule of Law indicator
World Bank, Worldwide Governance 
Indicators
Prison populations and rates:
International Centre for Prison Studies

J u s t ic  e  F a c t s : 

Cambodia

Rule of Law (Percentile Rank): 
16

2014 Prison Population: 
15,175 
99 per 100,000

Providing Countrywide
Legal Protection
IBJ Reaches 22 out of 25 Cambodian provinces

In 2013 and 2014, 
IBJ lawyers provided 
legal protection to 

over 3,200 of Cambodia’s 
most vulnerable individuals. 
Providing legal representa-
tion to thousands that would 
otherwise be unable to ex-
ercise their legal rights, IBJ 
plays a vital role in reducing 
custodial abuse and torture 
in Cambodia. In 2014, IBJ 
also provided over 600 legal 
consultations, attained 397 
reduced sentences, 66 acquit-
tals, and got 16 cases dropped 
or dismissed.

IBJ provides comprehen-
sive legal protection across 
the country, covering 22 out 
of Cambodia’s 25 provinces. 
Continuing to tackle the 
problem of a shortage of law-
yers and trained professionals, 
particularly in remote areas, 
IBJ extended its services to 
the remote province of Oddar 
Meanchey in December 

2013. With no legal protec-
tion services available for 
accused persons in most parts 
of Cambodia, IBJ’s nine 
Defender Resource Centres 
(DRCs) are a crucial resource 
for individuals in need of 
early access to counsel.

 IBJ employs a wide range 
of activities to increase access 
to counsel. In January 2013, 
IBJ established a nationwide 
Legal Defense Hotline that 
helps establish faster contact 
between an accused person 
and IBJ’s lawyers. Publicized 
through our radio broadcast 
programs, Rights Awareness 
campaigns, and at police sta-
tions in all provinces where 
IBJ is active, the hotline 
received 571 calls in 2013 and 
490 in 2014.

Collaborating with 
the Bar Association of the 
Kingdom of Cambodia 
(BAKC) and leveraging the 
expertise of some practitio-

ners at the Extraordinary 
Chambers in the Courts of 
Cambodia (ECCC) in 2013 
and 2014, IBJ Cambodia 
organized a series of suc-
cessful trainings enabling 
lawyers to advocate more 
effectively in the courtroom 
and provide a stronger de-
fense. IBJ also worked with 
the Secretary of State of the 
Ministry of Justice (MOJ) His 
Excellency Hy Sophea and 
the Undersecretary of State of 
the MOJ His Excellency Pov 
Samphy to lead 116 lawyers in 
educational programs, which 
focused mainly on key aspects 
of the Criminal Code.

These events have so-
lidified IBJ Cambodia’s 
cooperative relationship with 
Cambodian state institutions, 
a partnership that is extremely 
valuable to IBJ’s mission. 
Through its training activities, 
IBJ has endeavoured to share 
valuable insights on the crimi-

Provincial Investigator Chhim Rat works on the paperwork for a case with an officer from the provincial court
of Banteay Meanchey
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Provincial Investigator Chhim Rat works on the paperwork for a case with an officer from the provincial court
of Banteay Meanchey

nal justice system with justice 
officials, helping to reach a 
common understanding of 
key concepts in the newly 
enacted criminal laws and 
promoting a deeper and more 
uniform interpretation of the 
fundamental legal rights of 
accused people.

A key part of this strat-
egy is IBJ justice roundtable 
discussions, which bring 
together government officials, 
prosecutors, judges, prison 
administrators, civil society 
organizations and police of-
ficers in a dialogue about how 
to best to implement laws and 
reduce human rights viola-
tions. In 2013, IBJ conducted 
four roundtable discussions 
in four different provinces 
focusing on the implemen-
tation of the Criminal 
Procedure Code, and on the 
particular challenges faced 
in each province. Chaired by 
His Excellency Hy Sophea, 
the roundtable were attended 
by 107 justice officials. The 
roundtables provided a valu-
able opportunity for coopera-
tion across different profes-
sional groups involved in the 
criminal justice system, and 
resulted in several recommen-
dations and commitments 
being made by the officials. 
In one province for example, 
justice sector officials commit-
ted to paying particular atten-
tion to the length of pre-trial 
detention and to transferring 
the knowledge gained from 
the discussion to their profes-
sional community.

In 2014, IBJ convened 11 
roundtable events attended 
by 291 justice officials. The 
MOJ Secretary of State, the 
President of the BAKC, and 
the General Prosecutor at the 
Court of Appeal alternately 
chaired the events. These dis-
cussions built on past round-
tables’ enormous impact on 
changing the perceptions of 
justice officials towards legal 
procedure. In 2014, in Takeo 
and Prey Veng provinces, IBJ 
also piloted a new format 
of roundtables aimed at 
strengthening the skills of the 
local police.

IBJ Cambodia contin-
ues to actively reach out 
to the most disadvantaged 
Cambodian citizens through 
a series of rights awareness 
programs. In 2013, IBJ con-
ducted 40 Community Legal 
Education (CLE) events in-
volving 2,171 participants. In 
2014, IBJ organized 47 CLE 
events attended by 2,664 indi-
viduals. IBJ radio broadcasts, 
which provide information on 

the rights of the accused, legal 
access, and how to contact the 
nearest provincial DRC, were 
broadcast several times a day 
in provinces where IBJ has 
a center, reaching estimated 
millions of listeners. In co-
operation with the East-West 
Management Institute, IBJ 
also organized Community 
Road Mobile Shows Movie 
Nights in 12 communes to in-
form more than 5,600 people 
about their rights.

Lastly, the legal awareness 
campaigns IBJ conducted in 
prisons in cooperation with 
the General Department of 
Prisons (GDP) was greeted 
with very positive feedback. 
IBJ organized 28 legal rights 
awareness sessions during 
2014 that were attended by 
529 prisoners. IBJ provided 
detainees with information 
on how to best exercise their 
legal rights, developed a man-
ual for its lawyers on conduct-
ing legal awareness in prison, 
and distributed leaflets. 
Recognizing the relevance of 

these legal awareness ses-
sions, the GDP requested IBJ 
conduct sessions for prison 
officers as well. Consequently, 
IBJ trained a total of 162 
prison officers on criminal 
procedure and the legal rights 
of the prisoners across differ-
ent provinces.

IBJ is committed to main-
taining good relationships 
with local civil society orga-
nizations and state institu-
tions. The close relationships 
IBJ has with the General 
Prosecutor of the Court of 
Appeal, the GDP, the MOJ, 
the Ministry of Interior, and 
the BAKC have significantly 
facilitated its ability to ac-
cess prisons and conduct 
effective legal trainings. State 
officials have actively helped 
IBJ conduct its legal protec-
tion programs; when IBJ met 
challenges accessing prisons 
in some provinces, the GDP 
provided IBJ with a letter of 
support that gave IBJ’s lawyers 
free access to prisons, helping 
IBJ gain access to clients in 
need.

Members of IBJ Cambodia gather at the IBJ Staff Retreat

International Program Director Sanjeewa Liyanage with Legal Fellow Mao Sary, Deputy Country Director So 
Being Tharun, and Country Director Ouk Vandeth
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Vannak recounts his experience in prison

IBJ Lawyers Intervene to Save Young Boy After Forced Confession

IBJ legal intern Erika Larsen, Vannak, Vannak’s mother, and IBJ legal assistant Ouk Kalyan

In November 2013, 16-year-old Vannak was interrogated by two po-
lice officers while in an internet shop. The officers, who did not inform 
him of his right to a lawyer, accused him of serving as an accomplice 
with intent to damage property and intentional violence. Frightened of 
being subjected to violence if he did not confess to crimes he knew 
nothing about, he confessed. These were crimes that could garner up 
to 15 years in prison and over 10 million riel (about $2,000 dollars) in 
fines. Vannak was arrested and brought to a police station.
Prior to Vannak’s arrest, one of his friends had been in a fight. When 
police questioned a friend of the perpetrator, he lied and implicated 
Vannak in the crime. However, the day the attack took place, Vannak 
had been spending time with a friend playing volleyball.
After six hours in the police station located two hours from the 
Battambang/Thailand border town where Vannak lives with his mother, 
Vannak was allowed to call her. However, because the necessary pris-
on admission forms had not been signed and it was too late at night 
to find a judge to do so, Vannak was detained for the night. It was not 
until his hearing the next morning that the judge informed him that he 
had a right to a lawyer. 
When Vannak’s mother arrived at the courthouse, a costly journey 
that she had to take multiple times, the court clerk referred her to 
IBJ, where she received assistance from Sothea, the provincial law-
yer at the Defender Resource Center in Battambang. Sothea took on 
Vannak’s case in its earliest stages. She presented Vannak’s friend 
who had spent the day with him on the date of the incident as a wit-
ness, and pointed out that there was no evidence indicating Vannak’s 
involvement in the crime. This speedy action resulted in the investigat-
ing judge dismissing the case against Vannak and ordering his im-
mediate release.
While proceedings were underway, Vannak spent 15 days in prison. 
He spent his days in a five-by-five meter cell with 20 other inmates, 
finding both sleep and food scarce, but able to use his mornings for 

exercise. Vannak felt he was lucky, as he said new prisoners were 
often made to stay in the bathrooms until space opened up in the 
cells; however, because the prison guards took a liking to him, he was 
allowed to stay in the overcrowded cell.
Upon his release, Vannak says he was “absolutely happy.” His mother, 
too, was intensely relieved and had spent each day crying because 
she “knew it was a mistake” and kept wondering, “why they were 
doing this to her son?” As a single mother who makes only $100 per 
month as the owner of a pharmacy, she was unable to visit him be-
cause the prison was too far away and she had already spent much 
of her income traveling to the IBJ office. Her sister attempted to visit, 
but the guards refused to let her in because their policy only allows for 
visits every 15 days. Needless to say, Vannak’s mother was very happy 
upon her young son’s release. Now 17, Vannak is in the process of 
completing 12th grade with hopes of becoming a doctor. 
Thankfully, false accusations and a coerced confession will no longer 
hold him back as he completes his education.
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I B J  i n  C h i n a

J u s t ic  e  F a c t s : 

China

Rule of Law (Percentile Rank) 
2013: 40

2014 Prison Population: 
1,657,812
119 per 100,000

Working with Local Actors 
to Transform Criminal Justice
IBJ China Launches Two New Multi-Year Programs in 2013 and 2014

“I am neither a famous 

lawyer, nor a rich law-

yer. But when I realize 

that some clients are 

very poor, ignorant of 

the law, and in need of 

legal aid, I cannot help 

but to try every means 

to help them.” Attorney 

Wang Yanmei, working 

with IBJ China

IBJ was able to reach 
every province and 
autonomous region 

in China in 2013 and 2014. 
With its live and online train-
ings, rights awareness cam-
paigns, community building 
activities, and pilot projects in 
local districts, IBJ took signifi-
cant steps forward in its mis-
sion to improve the rights of 
the accused. IBJ China works 
out of three offices, with the 
National Defender Resource 
Center (NDRC) in Beijing, 
the Southeast Defender 
Resource Centre (SEDRC) in 
Wuhan, and the Northwest 
Defender Resource Centre 
(NWDRC) in Xi’an. 

IBJ has worked diligently 
to push forward a criminal 
justice system that is truly able 
to protect the rights of the 
accused. We were delighted 
when IBJ and many others’ 
efforts advocating for legal 
reform culminated in China 
introducing a new Criminal 
Procedure Law (CPL), which 
came into effect on January 
1, 2013. The new CPL greatly 
improves aspects of the legal 
system by expanding legal 
protection, introducing provi-
sions for securing witness 
testimony in court, outlining 
new pre-trial procedures, 
excluding the admissibility of 
illegally obtained evidence, 
expanding the role for de-
fense attorneys at early stages 

of a case, and developing 
procedures for special juvenile 
cases.

IBJ’s activities in China 
were conducted under the 
framework of three major 
multi-year projects: the China 
Defender Resource Center 
Project, the China Defending 
Marginalized Populations 
Project, and the Next 
Generation Chinese Rights 
Defenders Project.

Under the umbrella of 
the China Defender Resource 
Center Project, several capaci-
ty building activities were con-
ducted. This included a train-
the-trainer initiative called 
the Defender Empowerment 
Series (DES), an early access 
case-intake project consisting 
of five Defender Engagement 
Corps (DEC), a set of juvenile 
justice initiatives, rights aware-
ness activities, and a series of 
salons and symposia aimed 
at developing solutions to 
criminal justice problems and 

building the criminal justice 
community.

Under the DES initiative, 
we accredited 42 new IBJ 
expert trainers. IBJ’s efforts 
at building capacity through 
training expert trainers filled 
a major gap in the local legal 
landscape. IBJ’s new DES 
trainers went on to equip 
5,194 legal professionals with 
advocacy skills through 54 
trainings across 16 provinces 
and administrative zones. 

Through our five DEC 
teams operating in Shaanxi, 
Hubei, Fujian and Shandong 
Province, and the cities of 
Beijing and Tianjin, IBJ’s 
work extended beyond train-
ing and provided access to 
IBJ-mentored counsel for 450 
individuals during 1,019 case 
stages. As one judge in an IBJ 
pilot district reported: “After 
the start of the program, the 
lawyers were given early access 
to the cases at the police sta-
tion. This change is very good 

Professor Ming, who was trained through the DES program now leads the 
training at a Series of Trainings (SOT) event.
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for judges to have evidence 
from both sides and to be able 
to deliver a fair judgment.”

Through our final rights 
awareness activities under 
the same three-year initiative, 
IBJ distributed over 23,000 
informational materials and 
provided free legal consulta-
tions for 2,351 individuals. 
These campaign activities 
took place all over China, 
reaching 12 provinces, three 
autonomous regions, and two 
separately administered mu-
nicipalities. To carry out these 
campaigns, IBJ partnered with 
local police, university law 
school clinics, local NGOs, 
and law firms, thus building 
bridges between IBJ and the 
community.

Through this project, 
IBJ also worked to promote 
new models for handling 
juvenile cases, including the 
use of Social Background 
Investigation reports by pros-
ecutors and defense attorneys, 
securing early access to coun-
sel for all juveniles, and the 
use of Appropriate Adults 
(AAs) for children without 
guardians. In 2013 and 2014 
alone, our team worked with 
1,037 local stakeholders in 30 
roundtables and one sym-
posium to develop practical 
solutions to advocacy issues, 
both for juveniles and other 
vulnerable defendants.

In August 2013, IBJ 

launched another major ini-
tiative, the ‘China Defending 
Marginalized Populations’ 
Project. This targeted the 
needs of defendants with 
disabilities, ethnic and lin-
guistic minorities, women in 
the criminal justice system, 
and continued our important 
efforts to improve representa-
tion for all accused. In 2013 
and 2014, we worked in 
partnership with experienced 
local and international actors 
in the disability sector to draft 
a set of guidelines to improve 
rights protection for suspects, 
which will be piloted in the 
upcoming year. In addition, 
we provided defense skills 
training to 282 justice sec-
tor workers in minority rich 
regions and reached almost 
4,000 individuals in these 
underserved regions with di-
rect access to rights awareness 
information and legal advice, 
including in Mongolian and 
Tibetan. 

Expanding our vast online 
learning platform, we added 
nine new online courses to 
our 51 previous modules, 
and provided free, 24/7 
online access to the latest in 
defender advocacy advice, 
forensic evidence analyses, 
and legal updates to criminal 
defense attorneys across the 
country. From the incep-
tion of our online project 
in 2010 through the end of 

2014, these courses have been 
accessed over 50,000 times. 
Lastly, we signed agreements 
to work cooperatively with lo-
cal defenders in two provinces 
to continue our early access 
case work now that our DEC 
project has finished.

Finally, in the second 
half of 2014, IBJ China 
commenced a third major 
initiative, its Next Generation 
China Rights Defenders proj-
ect. This project aims to make 
online learning content acces-
sible by mobile phone, foster 
dedicated teams of new de-
fense attorneys through four 
multi-month series of train-
ings, and expand our work 
focused on defendants with 
disabilities through targeted 
live and online trainings for 
justice professionals. Through 
our online programs, nu-
merous trainings, and pilot 
projects that constantly seek 
to find innovative solutions to 
some of today’s most pressing 
legal problems, IBJ China 
continues to work tirelessly 
to train human rights defend-
ers and provide hope to the 
countless women, children 
and men who desperately 
need legal protection.

Participants at the Series of Training (SOT) in China
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IBJ lawyer successfully defends mother of disabled son

Newly accredited IBJ expert trainer Wan Yanmei (centre) with Anthony Natale, Expert Trainer (left), and Aurora Bewicke, China Program Director 
(Right) at Defender Empowerment Series Training.

In 2013, one of the legal protection programs implemented by IBJ 
China was the Defender Engagement Corps (DEC) program. The DEC 
is an early access case-intake project that spearheaded IBJ’s efforts at 
providing early access to counsel to those who would otherwise have 
no access to justice.

The DEC helps hundreds of individuals get access to a lawyer when 
they would otherwise be left without the means to pay for legal repre-
sentation. One such individual was Ms. Feng (whose name has been 
altered to protect client confidentiality). Ms. Feng, who lives with her 
disabled son and elderly mother, had a neighbor who built a new 
structure nearby to her house. This obstruction made coming and go-
ing from her home very inconvenient. An altercation ensued during 
which the neighbor allegedly bit Ms. Feng’s disabled son. In defend-
ing her son, Ms. Feng injured her attacking neighbor. The prosecution 
brought charges against Ms. Feng for intentional injury, which carries a 
maximum sentence of 10 years of incarceration.

Feng was the primary caretaker for both her disabled son and elderly 
mother, who had suffered brain damage as a result of a stroke. The 
prosecutor recommended a sentence of 4 years, but loss of the pri-
mary caregiver for this long would impose a great burden on her family. 
At this stage, during the early Public Security Bureau stage, an IBJ 
Defender Engagement Corps became involved with the case and was 
able to negotiate a reconciliation agreement with the neighbor includ-
ing payment of 20,000 yuan. As a result, the court sentenced Feng to 
only 8 months incarceration with one year probation.

Despite the penalty, Feng was immensely relieved that the outcome 
was not worse and grateful for the help IBJ was able to provide. It al-
lowed her to continue caring for her family, rather than spend several 
years in jail. 

In 2013 and 2014, IBJ provided early access to legal counsel to 271 
individuals through the Defender Engagement Corps project.
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I B J  i n  I n d i a

An Integrative Approach to 
Strengthening Justice
IBJ Implements its Vision for Criminal Justice Reform in India

J u s t ic  e  F a c t s : 

India

Rule of Law (Percentile Rank)
2013: 53

2013 Prison Population: 
411,992  
33 per 100,000

In the last two years, 
IBJ’s efforts in India 
have been expanded 

to reach 26 of the 29 states. 
In 2013 and 2014, IBJ placed 
a special emphasis on the vul-
nerable urban poor, who are 
typically unaware of their legal 
rights. Significant headway 
was made in strengthening 
the criminal justice system. 
The New Delhi Defender 
Resource Center, IBJ India’s 
headquarters, regularly men-
tored volunteer lawyers and 
successfully trained almost 
50 defense lawyers in pre-trial 
and trial strategies.

Through the Duty Lawyer 
Project, IBJ India provides 
early access to competent 
counsel for pre-trial detain-
ees in Tihar Prisons in New 
Delhi, the largest prison in 
Asia. As of 2014, IBJ India 

has provided free legal aid 
representation to 750 inmates 
through the Duty Lawyer 
Project.  Three-quarters of 
bail applications made by 
IBJ lawyers were successful. 
IBJ India lawyers regularly 
visit prisons to take on cases. 
Early access to counsel has 
helped release many pre-trial 
detainees.

In the long term, IBJ 
India’s efforts to provide legal 
representation has the poten-
tial to create a model for early 
access to counsel that can 
be replicated and rolled out 
in other parts of India. IBJ 
India has conducted numer-
ous workshops and trainings 
aimed at building capacity in 
all levels of the prison admin-
istration, including prison 
welfare officers, guards and 
custodial staff, lawyers, judi-

cial and corrections officers. 
With the addition of Legal 
Fellow, Gulika Reddy to the 
IBJ team in Chennai, IBJ 
India is continuing to expand 
its services across the country. 
Gulika, who is part of the 
World Economic Forum’s 
Global Shapers Community, 
is leading the six-person pro-
bono task force in Chennai.

 Creation of rights aware-
ness is a key part of the IBJ 
India portfolio, along with 
handling pro-bono cases and 
educating law practitioners. 
These campaigns have had 
positive impact on more than 
4,000 pre-trial detainees and 
convicted prisoners. In 2013, 
IBJ India conducted two 
prominent legal awareness 
events in Tihar Jail, reaching 
more than 700 inmates dur-
ing these sessions alone. 

Along with roundtable 

discussions organized in 

Delhi, IBJ India also 

conducted a full day 

roundtable workshop 

for the prison adminis-

tration of the State of 

West Bengal
IBJ India Country Manager Mr. Ajay Verma conducting capacity building workshop at Central Jail Ajmer,
Rajasthan
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IBJ India Country Manager Mr. Ajay Verma conducting capacity building workshop at Central Jail Ajmer,
Rajasthan

Paralegal volunteers at IBJ Workshop in Central Jail Ajmer, Rajasthan

Mr. Adhir Sharma, IPS -Additonal Director General of Prisons and 
Inspector General of West Bengal Correctional Services, interacting with 
the participants

Led by Mr Ajay Verma, 
IBJ Fellow and Country 
Manager, these provided cru-
cial information to inmates 
about legal representation, 
the importance of effective 
communication with lawyers 
and judges, plea-bargaining, 
and bail procedures. These 
legal awareness events pro-
vide direct opportunities to 
address the most pressing 
questions and concerns facing 
detainees. In 2014, IBJ India 
conducted rights awareness 
events benefiting more than 
1,000 inmates, including 862 
adolescent inmates in Tihar 
Prisons.

In collaboration with 
the State and District 
Legal Services Authority of 
Rajasthan (RSLSA) and the 
Commonwealth Human 
Rights Initiative (CHRI), 
IBJ India conducted a series 
of trainings and workshops 
providing paralegal training 
in four prisons across the 
country. Organized by IBJ 
Fellow Ajay Verma, these 
sessions taught long-term 
prisoners how they can pro-
vide basic legal information to 
pre-trial detainees in their jail. 
Approximately 110 paralegals 
were trained in this initiative.

In an additional effort 
to increase legal protection, 
IBJ India with the support of 
prison administration officials 
created the Handbook on 
Prisoners’ Rights and Duties. 

It was distributed among 
inmates at Tihar Prisons and 
was followed by a rights aware-
ness discussion, covering pris-
oners’ right to appeal, parole, 
furlough, and sentences.

To help implement our 
vision for criminal justice 
reform, IBJ has reached out 
to numerous local organiza-
tions that share our goals. 
In 2013, IBJ Country Fellow 
Ajay Verma and other staff 
members participated in the 
Criminology Conference at 
the National Law University, 
Delhi. The event served as a 
platform for various local ac-
tors to discuss criminal justice 
policies in India and is one of 
many examples of our efforts 
made to expand IBJ’s local 
network.

IBJ’s roundtable discus-
sions have been crucial in 
increasing dialogue between 
key actors in the justice sys-
tem. In December 2013 and 
September 2014, IBJ India 
and Delhi Prisons organized 
two capacity-building work-
shops for prison welfare 
officers in Delhi Prisons. In 
December, under the guid-
ance of Mr. Sunil Gupta, 
the Principal Law Officer of 
Delhi Prisons, and Mr. Ajay 
Verma from IBJ India, the 
participants examined the 
role of welfare officers in legal 
matters. They discussed the 
principal challenges they are 
facing in their daily work, 

and the perception that jail 
in India carries a reformative 
purpose. The two-day work-
shop in September was aimed 
at capacity building for ward-
ers, head wardens, and the 
assistant superintendents of 
all ten Delhi Prisons.

Along with roundtables in 
Delhi, IBJ India also con-
ducted a full-day workshop 
for the prison administration 
of the State of West Bengal. 
The theme was “Custodial 
Violence: its Prevention and 
Remedies.” The training 
promoted awareness for 35 
lawyers and other key actors 
in the West Bengal criminal 
justice system.

        	We are deeply 
grateful to all the partners, 
organizations and individu-
als we have worked with to 
continue to expand access 
to justice. The constructive 
partnerships we have forged 
with the Commonwealth 
Human Rights Initiative, the 
Prison Ministry, NGO (Ajmer 
Unit), the National Law 
University in Delhi, the State 
and District Legal Services 
Authority of Rajasthan, Delhi 
Prisons, and many others are 
the cornerstones of IBJ’s work 
to build a sustainable legal 
system.
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I B J  i n  B u r u n d i

Freedom is the Rule, Detention is the Exception – IBJ teaches community 
members about their rights in Bujumbura.

The motto, “Freedom 

is the rule, detention is 

the exception ” is now 

codified in Article 110 

of the new Criminal 

Procedure Code

J u s t ic  e  F a c t s : 

Burundi

Rule of Law (Percentile Rank) 
2013: 15

2013 Prison Population: 
7,793  
85 per 100,000

Impacting the justice system to pro-
vide greater protection to individuals 
New Criminal Code IBJ Pushed to be Enacted Comes into Force

When IBJ 
first came 
to Burundi, 

there were approximately 
100 lawyers working in the 
entire country, and no form 
of criminal legal aid available 
to its approximately 9 million 
people. This is not surprising 
given that Burundi, measured 
by per capita GDP, ranks 
among the three poorest 
countries in the world. With 
the agenda for development 
straining to meet a myriad of 
urgent needs, few resources 
are directed towards foster-
ing the rule of law. It was in 
this context that IBJ opened 
its first Defender Resource 
Centre in Bujumbura in 
2008.

IBJ’s lawyers and local de-
fense attorneys operate on the 
front lines of the battle to end 
torture.  In 2014, IBJ signed 
an agreement with the Vice 
President of the National 
Independent Human Rights 
Commission (NIHRC) pro-
viding meals and transport 
to lawyers taking cases in 
Bujumbura. The agreement 
as a whole expresses NIHRC’s 
commitment to aid IBJ in 
developing the neglected 
defender side of the criminal 
justice equation, which has 
always been at the heart of 
IBJ’s approach to implement-
ing legal rights at the domes-
tic level. With a Defender 

Resource Center (DRC) 
located centrally in Burundi’s 
capital city of Bujumbura, IBJ 
has planted the seed of physi-
cal infrastructure that will 
need to grow if Burundi is to 
one day fulfill the promise of 
providing comprehensive legal 
protection to all its people.  

While serving as the office 
and headquarters for all of 
IBJ’s activities in Burundi, 
the Bujumbura DRC is also 
a welcoming place that in-
vites lawyers to develop their 
skills, engage in one-on-one 
mentoring, and access online 
training and legal reference 
resources. In Burundi, neither 
Internet access nor even elec-
tricity is sure to be available 
to lawyers wanting to work on 
clients’ cases. The DRC and 
IBJ’s staff lawyers are always 
there to help criminal defend-
ers to improve their ability to 
deliver effective counsel.

IBJ staff lawyers maintain 
and develop their skills by 

defending the indigent ac-
cused. Over the past three 
years, IBJ staff lawyers and 
other volunteer lawyers have 
undergone extensive training 
and by 2013, they defended 
360 cases, of which 318 were 
carried out on a pro-bono 
basis. By demonstrating the 
possibility of delivering ef-
fective legal protection, the 
Bujumbura DRC serves as a 
model for a nationwide sys-
tem of defender services for 
the country’s poor and helps 
instill a pro-bono culture that 
is crucially needed for indi-
gent individuals to have access 
to justice.

IBJ has long partnered 
with the Burundi Bar 
Association.  In 2013, fifteen 
Burundian lawyers attended 
a week-long Communities of 
Conscience (CoC) session 
held in Geneva hosted by the 
Geneva Bar Association and 
IBJ Geneva, with the support 
of the City and the Canton
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IBJ Burundi regularly 

holds roundtable meet-

ings open to all justice 

sector officials in an 

effort to create a col-

laborative platform to 

seek practical solutions 

to pressing challenges 

within the criminal 

justice system

of Geneva. Taking place in 
the Maison des Avocats in 
Geneva, this program provid-
ed a unique opportunity for 
Burundian lawyers and their 
Geneva peers to share experi-
ences, skills, strategies and 
best practices in defending 
the rights of ordinary citizens.  

IBJ Burundi regularly 
holds roundtable meetings 
open to all justice sector of-
ficials in an effort to create a 
collaborative platform to seek 
practical solutions to pressing 
challenges within the criminal 
justice system. Participants 
range from officials from 
the Ministry of Justice and 
other state institutions, civil 
society representatives and 
local community leaders, 
police officers, prosecutors 
and members of the judiciary. 
Attendees are invited to dis-
cuss both obstacles for access 
to justice as well as the steps 
necessary to ensure greater 
fairness in the justice system.

These roundtables have 
been effective at both rais-
ing important issues on the 
national level and building an 
environment of open, frank, 
and constructive dialogue 
among disparate elements 
of the justice system. IBJ 
encourages roundtable par-
ticipants to generate practical 
ideas to tackle the typical 
challenges that people work-
ing in criminal justice face 

daily. Undoubtedly, IBJ’s 
most notable achievement 
in 2013 is the new Criminal 
Procedure Code promulgated 
in April, 2013. IBJ persistently 
advocated for the enact-
ment of the Code through 
roundtable discussions, radio 
campaigns, and rights aware-
ness campaigns. IBJ’s motto 
for the campaign, “Freedom 
is the rule, detention is the 
exception ” is now codified in 
Article 110 of the new Code. 

IBJ has a proven track re-
cord of effective public rights 
education, ranging from radio 
broadcasts to rights awareness 
campaigns on the streets, as 
well as outreach to detainees 
in prisons. IBJ rights aware-
ness campaigns have reached 
thousands of Burundians in 
outlying rural communities, 
providing accessible infor-
mation on the rights of the 
accused. IBJ looks forward 
to expanding these activities, 
particularly to support its 
effort to build grassroots sup-
port for the development of a 
national policy of legal protec-
tion for those in need in as 
many provinces as possible.

The IBJ Burundi office 
extends its legal protection to 
as many people in prison as 
possible, in particular to chil-
dren in conflict with the law, 
women, and the elderly. In 
the second half of 2013, IBJ 
maintained its collaboration 

with the Belgian Technical 
Cooperation in providing 
transportation to rural courts 
remotely situated from the 
prisons where defendants are 
held in pre-trial detention. 
From June 2013 to December 
2013, IBJ handled a total of 
112 new cases, helping many 
defendants who had been 
held in pre-trial detention for 
more than six months.

Building a strong founda-
tion for lasting legal change, 
IBJ’s relationships with 
the National Independent 
Commission of Human 
Rights, the Burundi Bar 
Association, the Ministry 
of Justice, l’Association 
Burundaise pour la Protection 
des Droits Humains et 
des Personnes Détenues 
(APRODH) and l’Action des 
Chrétiens pour l’Abolition de 
la Torture (ACAT) have en-
abled us to continue building 
the field to prioritise access 
to justice. Though we work 
in challenging times, we are 
continually heartened by how 
our defenders stand up for 
justice. They ensure that due 
process rights are respected 
not only on paper, but also in 
practice.

Burundian lawyers at the official opening of the Communities of Conscience event in the Alabama Room in the 
Town Hall of Geneva.
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IBJ Lawyer Astère Muyango assisting in a juvenile detention case.

Wrongfully accused and tortured young man freed by an IBJ Lawyer

Claude is self-employed and runs a small business selling roasted 
meat. Among his clients are policemen and soldiers living in Muhuta 
commune (Province of Bujumbura) near to where his business is 
located. 

One day, when he was returning home from work, he was arrested 
by a soldier and a police officer who suspected him of carrying illegal 
merchandise in his bags. Despite explaining that he was carrying food 
to his home, the police officer and soldier beat him severely, resulting in 
the loss of three teeth. His neighbors, including the Chief of the Zone, 
who accompanied him when he came to report the case at the IBJ 
Burundi office, helped him.

An IBJ lawyer followed this case under examination at the Bujumbura 
Province High Court. The case garnered IBJ’s attention because the 
police officer, after his investigation, misrepresented the facts and mis-
reported the case to the prosecutor. He defined what happened as 

assault and battery whereas, in the view of IBJ lawyers, all the nec-
essary elements of torture were there: the defendant was assaulted 
by men vested with public authority, falsely accusing him of carrying 
firearms and drugs resulting in acute injury to the victim, which was 
subsequently corroborated by a medical report. 

Ill-treatment of prisoners remains a fact due to the difficult conditions 
that prevail in Burundi prisons. All eleven prisons remain overcrowded; 
the rate of occupancy is 190% of normal capacity.  Insufficient food, 
water shortages, small dark cells, and old and few toilet facilities are 
the norm for all detainees. Sadly, the length of pre-trial detention re-
mains uncontrolled and the enforcement of the new criminal proce-
dure is still a challenge. 

In the face of these challenges, IBJ is robustly working to reach its 
goals to build a nation free of torture.   
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I B J  i n  R w a n d a 

Training the Next Generation of
Justice Sector Leaders 
Providing Defenders with the Skills They Need

J u s t ic  e  F a c t s : 

Rwanda

Rule of Law (Percentile Rank) 
2013: 51

2012 Prison Population: 
55,618  
492 per 100,000
 

As of January 2014, 

IBJ Rwanda had han-

dled over 375 cases, 

reached 30,000 indi-

viduals through Rights 

Awareness campaigns, 

conducted trainings 

and roundtables for 

over 200 lawyers, and 

conducted two radio 

rights awareness cam-

paigns reaching over 

200,000 individuals.

The Defender Resource 
Center (DRC) in Kigali is 
only two kilometers from the 
Supreme Court of Rwanda 
and the Ministry of Justice 
and stands as a model of local 
criminal legal aid infrastruc-
ture that IBJ hopes to estab-
lish countrywide. 

Of approximately 700 
lawyers in Rwanda, more 
than 200 have undergone IBJ 
trainings designed to protect 
defendants’ rights and to pre-
vent torture and mistreatment 
by the police. The growing 
corps of task force lawyers 
who volunteer on IBJ’s behalf 
to defend the indigent dem-
onstrate that, with their hard 

work, it is possible to deliver 
comprehensive legal aid to 
those who would otherwise 
have no access to justice. 

Building partnerships 
with the Ministry of Justice, 
the Prosecutor General’s 
Office, and the Kigali Bar 
Association, IBJ effectively 
delivers criminal legal aid to 
those most in need. With 
thousands of individuals 
reached through rights aware-
ness campaigns and hundreds 
of cases handled by IBJ law-
yers, IBJ continues its efforts 
to foster justice and the right 
to representation in Rwanda. 
IBJ also plays an active role 
in Rwanda’s justice system by 

working with the Ministry of 
Justice on plans for a com-
prehensive national legal aid 
policy. 

In 2013 and 2014, IBJ’s 
Fellow John Bosco Bugingo 
worked with other legal aid 
team members to expand the 
legal aid culture in Rwanda. 
By hosting meetings of the 
Criminal Defense Task Force 
and the Legal Defense Skills 
Training Workshop, IBJ is 
preparing the next generation 
of legal talents and future 
justice leaders. 

IBJ team members serve 
as excellent examples to 
their peers in the Kigali Bar 
Association. They each show  

Country Manager John Bosco Bugingo mentoring a young lawyer at an IBJ training in Kigali
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IBJ answers prayers to provide legal representation

On the 12th of February 2013 while on the streets of Remera Kigali, 
Nirere Dieudonne was arrested and tossed behind bars at Remera 
prison without an trial. Dieudonne remained there for over two years. 
35-year-old Dieudonne is Catholic and an orphan — his parents were 
victims of the genocide. Being jobless at the time of his arrest, he had 
no funds for legal representation.

Before his incarceration, Dieudonne had no idea of the horrors that 
awaited him. He shared his experience of his two long years in prison 
with IBJ.  “Life in prison is hard. Jail is not a place you are supposed 
to go. Being in a situation like that, you don’t know whether you are 
going to make it out.” 

Dieudonne’s 22 months of detention were spent in a large crowded 
hall living with numerous inmates. His previous hearings were unsuc-
cessful due to the fact that he had no legal representative by his side 
when the trials were being conducted. His continuous prayer was to 
get a legal representative who would prove that he is an innocent man 
before a court of law.  

Fortunately, IBJ legal representatives came across him at Remera 
prison and listened to his heart-wrenching story. IBJ was able to get 
him to court and after five weeks Dieudonne was declared innocent, 
for lack of evidence. It is almost certain that Dieudonne would to this 
day still have had no fair trial. With IBJ’s legal protection, Dieudonne’s 
sentence was reduced from seven years of imprisonment to a period 
of one year.

Dieudonne’s case serves as a reminder of a larger issue. Many youth 
slip through the cracks of malfunctioning criminal justice systems, and 
an increasing number of cases result in unjust outcomes, primarily due 
to the lack of free legal representation.

It is essential that the exercise of police powers be rigorously moni-
tored and controlled in order to prevent further brutality and injustice. 
IBJ’s efforts seek to sensitize them on the rights of members of the 
community through various training programs. Maintaining a fair and 
accessible justice system is paramount at all times and is a supreme 
concern. 

a commitment to public 
service that gives ordinary 
citizens reason to hope that, 
slowly but surely, their access 
to justice will continue to 
improve. With few resources 
directed towards rule of law 
and many poorly trained and 
poorly paid law enforcement 

officers resorting to torture 
as the cheapest form of inves-
tigation, it is imperative that 
IBJ continue to train young 
criminal defense lawyers and 
educate ordinary individuals 
about their legal rights. 

On the 23rd of July 
2014, with the support of the 
Finnish Human Rights NGO 
Foundation (KIOS), IBJ 
Rwanda Fellow John Bosco 
Bugingo conducted a train-
ing event for 23 lawyers from 
different civil society organiza-
tions in Rwanda. The train-
ing workshop was organized 
by Inara Legal Aid Service 
(INALAS), one of the legal 
aid organizations in Rwanda 
that provides assistance to 
indigent and vulnerable 
populations. 

IBJ’s mission is to es-
tablish goals for enduring 
legal change by working 
with NGOs, government 

ministries, bar associations 
and other organizations. We 
are immensely grateful to all 
our partners for sharing our 
vision and supporting our 
work.

Criminal Defense Task Force Meeting in Kigali
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I B J  i n  Z imb   a b w e

J u s t ic  e  F a c t s : 

Zimbabwe

Rule of Law (Percentile Rank):
2
2014 Prison Population: 
17,484 
135 per 100,000

Our relations with 

the Law Society of 

Zimbabwe have devel-

oped very well and we 

have collaborated with 

them in implementing 

training sessions

IBJ provides essential legal services 
in Zimbabwe
Changing the legal landscape through rights awareness campaigns, 

training sessions, and roundtables

IBJ has proved to be an es-
sential player in the criminal 
justice system in Zimbabwe. 
With support from the 
City of Geneva in 2014, IBJ 
Zimbabwe continued its ef-
forts to represent the indigent 
accused. Assisting as many 
detainees as possible, IBJ’s 
hard work has ensured that 
the 80 percent bail success 
rate we have had since 2010 is 
maintained.

In 2014, IBJ lawyers rep-
resented over 100 new cases 
primarily from Harare and 
Chitungwiza. It is of note that 
out of the 96 cases seen to 
conclusion, 23 were dropped 
after IBJ’s involvement. 

Thanks to IBJ’s continual 
efforts to cultivate positive 
relationships with the prison 
authorities, we are pleased 
to report there have been no 
obstacles for our lawyers in 
gaining access to prison popu-

lations in 2013 and 2014. 
Soberingly, IBJ has observed 
a torture rate of 35 percent 
in the cases it has taken on. 
The real rate of torture may 
be even higher. This serves 
to highlight the need for IBJ 
Zimbabwe to maintain its ef-
forts to represent the indigent 
accused. Due to IBJ’s inter-
vention, 23 percent of cases 
are dismissed or dropped 
due to lack of evidence and a 
further 16 percent are acquit-
ted. This indicates that a total 
of 39 percent of all criminal 
charges were brought against 
innocent people.

Two capacity building 
training sessions for legal 
professionals were organized 
by IBJ and held in collabora-
tion with the Law Society of 
Zimbabwe. The events drew 
80 participants at sessions 
in Harare and Bulawayo 
in September 2014. These 

sessions were facilitated by re-
spected senior legal counsel in 
the country and  focused on 
the rules of practice governing 
lawyers’ work, pre-trial proce-
dures, effective pre-trial prepa-
ration, cross-examination, 
legal interpretation, closing 
submissions, and legal draft-
ing. The training sessions also 
focused on building networks 
between lawyers. Participants 
agreed to mutually support 
each other to provide these 
valuable legal  services to the 
most vulnerable in Zimbabwe 
society. 

Rights awareness cam-
paigns are an important tool 
for IBJ and are conducted not 
only in prisons, but also on 
radio. The Wheels of Justice 
program on Zimbabwe Radio 
Corporation’s SFM radio 
station interviewed IBJ law-
yers on two occasions. These 
programs highlighted the 
constitutional rights available 
to an accused person concern-
ing liberty, arrest and deten-
tion, human dignity, torture, 
the right to a fair trial and 
children. They also touched 
on proposed legal and insti-
tutional reforms to improve 
delivery of justice. These 
included the alignment of 
the existing laws with the new 
constitution, the improve-
ment of the case management 
system in courts, improving 
access to state legal aid servic-
es and the contentious issue  

IBJ Zimbabwe Fellows, Innocent Maja and John Burombo, host a 
Roundtable Discussion in Harare
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of the moratorium on the 
death penalty. Approximately 
500,000 people listened to 
the program during each 
broadcast, representing 
eight percent of Zimbabwe’s 
population.

Two justice roundtable 
events were held in Harare in 
August and September 2014. 
The first discussion focused 
on whether there was a need 
to promote legal reform in 
Zimbabwe, particularly in line 
with the advent of the new 
Constitution that came into 
effect in May 2013. The par-
ticipants agreed that there are 
many areas in need of reform. 
These include reform of legal 
processes and procedures, 
administration at the courts, 
conditions in prisons, and 
the on-going legal training of 
court staff.  Participants also 
debated the need for institu-
tional reforms to ensure im-
plementation and compliance 
of laws and procedures in 
alignment with existing laws 
and the codification of crimes 
in the new constitution, as 
well as drafting comprehen-
sive rules of procedure for the 
Constitutional Court.

The second roundtable 
discussion included partici-
pants from the Law Society of 

Zimbabwe and focused on the 
difficult issue of corruption 
in the Zimbabwean criminal 
justice system. The partici-
pants agreed that corruption 
is a major problem within the 
justice delivery system, with 
legal practitioners contribut-
ing to its growth. Looking 
at the major causes of cor-
ruption in the system and 
making recommendations on 
ways to assist in dealing with 
the problem, these recom-
mendations included using 
organizations such as the 
Law Society and IBJ to lobby 
against corruption, compul-
sory legal education to con-
tinually educate lawyers, the 
Law Society acting decisively 
against members engaging in 
corruption, improvement of 
remuneration, particularly for 
junior lawyers, and running 
awareness campaigns against 
corruption. 

Our relations with the 
Law Society of Zimbabwe 
have developed very well and 
we have collaborated with 
them in implementing train-
ing sessions. We will continue 
to host joint training sessions 
for legal practitioners in the 
future, which will form part 
of the Law Society’s continu-
ous professional development 

program as well as IBJ’s core 
training program. IBJ is also 
working in partnership with 
the Law Society to establish 
legal assistance programs in 
other major urban centers, 
similar to the one in Harare. 
In this regard, we are working 
towards a draft Memorandum 
of Understanding to ce-
ment our relationship going 
forward. 

Through the relationships 
we have attentively cultivated, 
the trainings we have conduct-
ed, and the people we have 
directly assisted when they 
had no other access to legal 
aid, IBJ is slowly changing the 
legal landscape in Zimbabwe. 
Developing links with justice 
institutions in Zimbabwe, 
particularly the Law Society 
of Zimbabwe, IBJ’s efforts 
to build institutional and 
government support for our 
programs is a crucial compo-
nent of bringing about sys-
temic change in Zimbabwe’s 
justice system. Only by slowly 
building a sustainable legal 
infrastructure can we ensure 
that respect for the rule of law 
forms the fabric of society and 
that all individuals are treated 
with dignity and respect.

IBJ provides pro-bono assistance to client in need
On March 19th 2014, Tendai M was ar-
rested under section 124 of the Criminal 
Law Act for possessing stolen property 
after purchasing some clothes from a 
vendor. The punishment for possessing 
stolen property is a fine of up to $5,000, 
25 years imprisonment, or both. Married 
with two children, this left Tendai in a 

horrible situation for a crime he didn’t commit.
 
Unknown to Tendai, the clothes he purchased from the vendor were 
stolen merchandise. Tendai had previously bought clothes from the 
same person without any problem.
 
IBJ came to his assistance on April 1st, after he had already been in 
custody for 26 days. IBJ lawyer John Burombo successfully argued 
that at the time he took possession of the stolen clothes, Tendai did 

not know that the property was stolen. He only became aware of the 
issue when the police came to arrest him. Obtaining bail for him for 
$50, Tendai’s case was closed and he was acquitted of all charges.
 
Tendai was intensely grateful for the legal assistance he received from 
IBJ. “When we were told by the prison officers that there were people 
from an NGO that provides legal assistance for free who were looking 
for people to help, I could not believe my ears. I had been scratching 
my head on how I was going to engage a lawyer, as I could not afford 
the fees that I had been told they charged. And now I was being told 
that I could be helped for free! I must admit that I was a bit wary, but 
once I met the IBJ people I was reassured. Thank you very much for 
your assistance IBJ. I hope your work continues, as it is greatly needed 
by many.”

John Burombo with Tendai M
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IBJ’s Singapore Hub
Fruitful Partnerships and Successful Myanmar Legal Training

I B J  I n  S i n g a p o r e

The Singapore 
Justice Training 
Centre (SJTC) has 

become IBJ’s first regional 
hub, extending its reach and 
influence through South, 
East, and Southeast Asia. IBJ 
was one of the first NGOs 
invited to work in Singapore 
under the government’s 
International Organizations 
Development Scheme of 
the Economic Development 
Board (EDB). The SJTC was 
established in 2010 with the 
help of a generous donation 
from the Lien Centre for 
Social Innovation. IBJ has 
developed numerous part-
nerships with private and 
public entities, including the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs’ 
Singapore Cooperation 
Program (SCP), the Law 

Society of Singapore (LSS), 
academic institutions, and 
leading international and 
regional law firms to lead 
trainings and other events. 
The SJTC has been crucial 
in bringing together lawyers, 
judges and government of-
ficials from across the region. 

In May 2013, the SJTC 
conducted two back-to-back 
events: the Regional Legal Aid 
Forum on the 14th of May, 
and the Legal Aid Systems 
Training for Myanmar on 
the 15th to the 18th of May. 
Supported by SingTel, the 
Regional Legal Aid Forum 
brought together 80 par-
ticipants and 17 speakers and 
panelists from Myanmar, 
China, India, Australia, 
Malaysia and Singapore. 
Topics included Myanmar 

legal developments, legal aid 
systems across the Asia-Pacific 
region, and the promotion of 
pro bono work and corporate 
engagement. The numerous 
participants from law firms 
and bar associations in the 
region shared experiences, 
challenges and best practices 
to improve access to criminal 
legal aid. 

The week-long Legal 
Aid Systems Training for 
Myanmar was conducted 
with the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs (MFA) on the IBJ-
MFA Joint Training Program. 
Seventeen senior government 
officials and lawyers from 
civil society attended and this 
marked an unprecedented 
step for Myanmar towards 
integrating legal aid into 
their criminal justice system.  
The Myanmar government 
delegation was comprised 
of officials from the Union 
Attorney-General’s Office, 
the Supreme Court of the 
Union, the Myanmar Police 
Force, and lawyers from the 
Myanmar Legal Aid Network 
(MLAW). The training was 
attended by legal experts from 
diverse backgrounds, includ-
ing law professors, presidents 
and senior members of 
regional law societies, senior 
lawyers and consultants, and 
inspirational legal aid lawyers 
around the world steered by 
IBJ’s core team.

 

The week-long Legal 

Aid Systems Training 

for Myanmar was 

conducted in successful 

collaboration with the 

Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs (MFA) on 

the IBJ-MFA Joint 

Training Program
A Lawyer from the Myanmar Legal Aid Network participates in the 
SJTC training program
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During the training week, 
the Myanmar delegation was 
hosted by the British High 
Commissioner, the Spanish 
Ambassador, and top interna-
tional law firms for various as-
pects of the training program. 
The Myanmar delegation also 
spent a day with senior prison 
officers from Changi Prison, 
who shared their experience 
with prison management 
and the rehabilitation of 
offenders. 

Sessions for skills train-
ing and capacity building 
were hosted by the National 
University of Singapore’s Lee 

Kuan Yew School of Public 
Policy, Clifford Chance, 
and Shearman & Sterling. 
This proved to be a unique 
platform for open discussion 
and meaningful engagement 
between government officials 
and young lawyers. 

This ground-breaking 
event heralded an exciting 
start for Myanmar projects by 
IBJ. Overwhelmingly positive 
feedback was received from 
participants who suggested 
that more should be done 
to pave the future path for 
Myanmar’s legal aid system. 
IBJ is committed to further 
closer engagement with all 
stakeholders to promote crim-
inal legal aid in Myanmar. 

The SJTC’s other major 
achievement in its third year 
was the launch of 50 eLearn-
ing modules. The modules 
are specific to seven ASEAN 
countries: Cambodia, 
Indonesia, Laos, Myanmar, 
the Philippines, Thailand and 
Vietnam, as well as India. The 
topics include rights of the 
accused, rights and obliga-
tions of defense attorneys, 
attorney-client relations, 
presumption of innocence, 

defense strategies, evidence, 
cross-examination, complaint 
procedures, pre-trial detention 
and preventing investigative 
and other torture. 

To ensure the accuracy of 
the modules, the SJTC has 
leveraged its relationships 
with international law firms 
to engage the services of law-
yers within specific countries 
to review the material.

With these modules, 
the SJTC is helping an ever-
expanding group of lawyers 
from around the world in-
crease its skills and knowledge 
through an accessible on-de-
mand training platform. This 
serves to fulfill IBJ’s mission 
of providing ordinary citizens 
with early access to competent 
counsel.

Participants of the Myanmar Legal Aid Training

Professor Christie Warren speaking at the Myanmar Legal Aid Training
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I B J ’ s  J u s t ic  e M a k e r s  p r o g r a m 

IBJ awards fellowships 

of U.S. $5,000 to proj-

ects that are selected 

after a rigorous vet-

ting by a jury for their 

exceptional levels of 

efficacy, sustainability 

and ability to inspire 

others to initiate simi-

lar locally implemented 

endeavors

JusticeMakers 
The First Global Program Sparking Innovation

in the Justice Sector

IBJ’s JusticeMakers pro-
gram is the first global 
justice competition 

seeking to empower defenders 
across the globe. Connecting 
legal activists around the 
world, the JusticeMakers 
Program is a crucial compo-
nent of IBJ’s strategy to tip 
the balance of justice in our 
favour and ensuring respect 
for due process rights world-
wide. Since its inauguration 
in 2008, the program has 
steadily expanded today boast-
ing 55 JusticeMaker Fellows.  
Their projects are supported 
in 37 countries across the 
globe. 

The online JusticeMakers 
platform (http://justicemak-

ers.ibj.org) connects lawyers 
and legal activists across the 
world, enabling them to 
share intellectual capital and 
best practices in the field 
of criminal justice, and to 
support each other in facing 
challenges in the course of 
their work. The online effort 
is also supported by a partner-
ship structure that brings the 
website’s tools and wealth of 
knowledge to those living be-
yond the digital divide. This 
unique online community is 
able to unleash the collective 
energies of global criminal 
defenders and help realize the 
vast potential of international 
human rights agreements. 
Dealing with larger issues of 

social justice, both in a lo-
cal and global context, IBJ’s 
JusticeMakers program is 
about inspiring and enabling 
ordinary people to do extraor-
dinary things.

Discovering these unsung 
heroes of justice is one of the 
goals of IBJ’s JusticeMakers 
Competitions. IBJ awards 
fellowships of U.S. $5,000 to 
projects that are selected after 
a rigorous vetting by a jury for 
their exceptional levels of effi-
cacy, sustainability and ability 
to inspire others to initiate 
similar locally implemented 
endeavors. An important 
criterion for those selected as 
winners is that their project 
be based on a model that is 
replicable not only within the 
country of implementation, 
but also globally, so that IBJ 
can maximize the potential of 
each project. The competition 
is run via the JusticeMakers’ 
online platform.

The widespread mar-
ginalization, prejudice, and 
discrimination faced by 
people living with HIV/AIDS 
often results in them being 
deprived of adequate legal 
representation. 2013 saw the 
implementation of the HIV/
AIDS JusticeMakers Fellows’ 
projects, which focused on 
the treatment of people liv-
ing with HIV/AIDS within 
criminal justice systems. To 
address this, 12 Fellows from 
four continents were awarded 
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grants to carry out related projects. Fellows implemented proj-
ects in 10 countries: Burundi, Kenya, Nigeria, the Democratic 
Republic of Congo, Russia, Ukraine, India, Mexico, Estonia, 
and Liberia.

Their aim was to challenge assumptions that are typi-
cally made about indigent accused people living with HIV/
AIDS. In an effort to begin to generate a shift in perceptions, 
our JusticeMakers Fellows established working relationships 
between State and prison officials, police officers, judges and 
NGO members, encouraging a more comprehensive and inclu-
sive approach to the welfare and day-to-day living conditions of 
detainees and prisoners living with HIV/AIDS.

Our Fellows successfully set up a pro bono legal task force 
who helped carry out their projects. Some of our Fellows es-

tablished partnerships with local Bar Associations and relevant 
NGOs. These new collaborations represent an opportunity for 
the projects to make sustainable change.

In 2014,  IBJ initiated another global call for innovative 
proposals through the JusticeMakers website. Nine very prom-
ising projects were selected from the 68 applications made 
from 40 different countries in Asia, Africa, Latin America, 
Eastern Europe, and for the first time,  Central Asia and 
Western Europe. Four of the 9 Fellowships were awarded to 
projects focusing on the intersection of HIV/AIDS and the 
criminal justice system, which are supported by the Levi Strauss 
Foundation.

The 2014 Fellows will complete their projects in 2015.

2014 JusticeMakers Fellows

Lil ian Ada Adakole, Nigeria
Project: “Building the capacity of stakeholders within the criminal justice system to end abuse and 
torture of accused persons within the criminal justice system in Nigeria”
Ms. Lilian Ada Adakole’s project aims to offer early legal counsel to detainees in order to stop the police from using 
torture to obtain coerced confessions. As a JusticeMaker Fellow, she will organize trainings for police investigators, 
prosecutors and prison officials in an effort to improve their understanding of rule of law and eliminate abuse and 

torture. Ms. Adakole obtained her L.L.B. and B.L. degrees at the Benue State University and Nigeria Law School respectively. Her clear and 
unequivocal commitment to institutionalize respect for human rights and dignity demonstrates that she will be an honorable Fellow perpetuat-
ing IBJ’s mission and vision throughout her lifetime.

Basavanagouda Shivaraj Pati l, India
Project: “Right to legal aid and legal awareness”
Mr. Basavanagouda Patil aims to bridge the gap between written legal text and its implementation by creating aware-
ness and providing adequate legal aid. His project aims to communicate a basic understanding of law, constitutional 
freedoms, and important procedures. This project will also provide legal representation to juveniles in the criminal 
justice system and raise awareness about policies concerning child welfare. Mr. Patil will be partnering with his alma 

mater to improve juvenile justice in the state of Karnataka. Mr. Patil graduated from the National Law School of India University, Bangalore. The 
JusticeMakers program is delighted to have Mr. Patil as one of the youngest JusticeMakers Fellows of 2014.

Tesfaye Ayalew Mekonen, Ethiopia
Project: “Enhancement of the accessibility of justice to inmates of Debre Berhan prison and detainees 
in Wereda police stations of Semen Shewa zone of the Amhara state”
Mr. Tesfaye Ayalew Mekonen’s project seeks to improve cooperation between the Debre Berhan Prison and the 
Wereda Police stations. This project aims to narrow the gap in the criminal investigation procedure, ensuring that tor-
ture will never be used as an investigative tool and avoiding long periods of pre-trial detention. Mr. Mekonen obtained 

his L.L.B. and L.L.M. at the Addis Ababa University and University of Mysore (India) respectively. He has worked as an instructor of law, as a free 
legal advisor, and is currently a lecturer of law at Debre Berhan University. With the JusticeMakers Fellowship, Mr. Mekonen will be empowered 
to effectively address prisoners’ rights.

Jordan Daci, Albania
Project: “Writing a Legal Manual on Pre-trial detention in the Republic of Albania”
Dr. Jordan Daci will be developing a justice handbook that will clearly outline the fundamentals of Albanian criminal 
procedural law. It will be promoted through trainings and other means, along with complementary rights-awareness 
forms for detainees. Dr. Daci became a Doctor of Sciences in Public Law at the University of Tirana in 2010. He 
has experience with public administration, higher education, research, international organizations, legal industry, and 

NGOs. IBJ is extremely pleased to have him as one of our dedicated Fellows working to strengthen Albania’s justice system.
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Yvon Alphonse Mabofe, Ivory Coast
Project: “Advocacy group for the protection of Human Rights violations concerning HIV/AIDS – 
infected prisoners”
Mr. Yvon Alphonse Mabofe aspires to protect the rights of prisoners living with HIV/AIDS. This particular group of ac-
cused citizens is often denied or delayed access to competent legal representation in court. His project aims to create 
an advocacy group for the protection of human rights, which will also lobby decision makers to vote in favor of these 

prisoners’ rights. Mr. Mabofe has worked in the field of human rights for many years and has studied in Cameroon, Switzerland and France. 
Since 2013, he has worked with an international organization that promotes and protects human rights in Côte d’Ivoire. Mr. Mabofe interacts 
daily with the judicial, administrative, and civil society organizations on human rights issues.

Vital i i Gutnyk, Ukraine
Project: “Access to effective legal aid for indigent accused persons from the Lviv and Ivano-Frankisvsk 
regions”
Mr. Vitalii Gutnyk aspires to provide quality legal representation to the most vulnerable populations. Because lawyers 
are poorly compensated in Ukraine, few highly qualified lawyers provide free legal aid. He hopes to raise awareness 
about the ineffectiveness of legal representation in Ukraine, which often leads to the denial or delay of representation 

for vulnerable groups. Mr. Gutnyk studied Law at the National Law Academy of Ukraine, and then obtained his Ph.D. at the National University 
of Lviv. He advanced his education with a post doctorate at Vilnius University. Mr. Gutnyk has been named chairman of the Western Ukrainian 
Bar Association. With his outstanding performances and experience, Mr. Gutnyk is a valuable addition to the JusticeMakers Fellowship of 2014.

Tin Ko Ko, Myanmar
Project: “Promotion legal awareness and prevention from abuses towards the Transgenders in 
Myanmar”
Mr. Tin Ko Ko wishes to raise awareness about the legal rights of the transgender community. He hopes to develop 
guidelines to challenge abuse and to establish a list of supportive contacts for people in these situations. To highlight 
the situation of the transgender community, Mr. Ko Ko plans to organize three workshops in townships, via theatre 

performance, and to organize a transgender Day of Remembrance on November 20 for transgender victims of violence. Mr. Ko Ko has been 
the coordinator of Kings N Queens since 2011, where he actively develops activities and networks with other organizations in the pursuit of 
equal LGBT rights. He has broad volunteer experience, demonstrating his dedication and motivation to help those in need. His areas of spe-
cialization include human rights and advocacy, leadership and communicative skills.

Lil l ian Mworeko, Uganda
Project: “Women living with HIV at the center of addressing criminalisation of HIV and injustices 
resulting from a positive HIV status”
Ms. Lillian Mworeko’s project will convene collaborative meetings between legal sector stakeholders, with the intent to 
challenge a recently passed law discriminating against HIV/AIDS+ people in the constitutional court, as well as institu-
tional discrimination. She will also work to secure justice for a 64-year-old HIV positive nurse, who was unfairly demon-

ized by the judicial apparatus and media. Ms. Mworeko studied at Makerere University Kampala, and has additional certificates in the areas 
of leadership and AIDS counselling. Since 2005, Ms. Mworeko has been the Regional Coordinator at the International Community of Women 
living with HIV/AIDS. Prior to this post, she has worked at various national HIV/AIDS organizations in Uganda. With her highly specialized 
background in the field of HIV/AIDS forums and platforms, we are sure that she will succeed at her endeavours as a 2014 JusticeMaker Fellow.

Frank Richardson, United Kingdom
Project: “Fair Trial Smartphone Apps”
Mr. Richardson’s project is the development of a mobile application that educates citizens, public officials and law-
yers about their legal rights. This technology will also help implement legal rights and publicly report violations. The 
most effective deterrent of legal system abuse and corruption is public exposure. This kind of interactive information 
sharing increases transparency levels and accountability and is likely to have an enormous impact on broadening 

access to justice and, thus, curb torture, corruption and other forms of justice perversion. Mr. Richardson obtained his degree in Quantitative 
Social Studies from the University of Kent. He is a very successful entrepreneur in the field of education in Indonesia and he currently works at 
OpenTrial, which strives to ensure legal systems deliver justice through modern technology. As such, the JusticeMakers program is delighted 
to have him committing to strengthen justice systems.
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O n l i n e  L e g a l  R e s o u r c e s

IBJ’s Online Legal Resources 
Using technology to institutionalize defender standards worldwide

Our online learning tools provide in-
depth and country-tailored train-
ing tools to defense lawyers 

in 70 countries.
Building the capacity of lawyers on the 

ground is the core of IBJ’s mission to end 
torture and guarantee due process rights. By creating a vast 
online network of defenders around the world, IBJ moves 
closer to institutionalizing defender standards. These programs 
harness the power of the Internet to deliver country-specific 
and topic-based materials around the world. Since launching 
these online resources in 2010, IBJ has focused its attention on 
developing content, building and supporting a global legal com-
munity, and increasing international awareness of defenders.

In the past three years, IBJ’s extensive eLearning and 
Criminal Defense Wiki platforms have distributed legal 
knowledge and resources across physical and political barriers. 
Through the dedication of IBJ staff and legal volunteers world-
wide, these interrelated web-based programs have provided vital 
assistance to human rights defenders in all corners of the globe.

Criminal Defense Wiki
IBJ’s unique Wikipedia-styled legal resource, the Criminal 

Defense Wiki (http://defensewiki.ibj.org) offers comprehensive 
legal information on countries around the world, enabling and 
empowering lawyers in their daily criminal justice work. It also 
provides training in basic legal principles essential to all defense 
attorneys. We have received enthusiastic contributions from law 
students, criminal defense practitioners and academics across 
the globe.  Currently the Criminal DefenseWiki consists of 
1111 pages of content in 5 languages: English, French, Spanish, 
Arabic and Russian. The DefenseWiki includes online versions 
of IBJ’s criminal defense manuals for Burundi, China, Rwanda, 
and Zimbabwe. It provides substantive research on the rights of 
an accused person, access to bail and legal aid as well as legal 
and constitutional provisions protecting accused persons from 
the use of torture as an investigative tool.  

Since its inception, the DefenseWiki has received more 
than 7 million views. Our pages on India, China, Cambodia 
and Zimbabwe have been the most viewed. The content is 
expanding rapidly, and we now have completed pages for 70 
countries.

 In 2013, IBJ partnered with Linklaters (Hong Kong), an 
international law firm, and their affiliate firm, Allens, for the 
expansion of our Criminal DefenseWiki. 

E-Learning and Legal Training Resources
IBJ’s Legal Training Resource Centre (LTRC) (http://

elearning.ibj.org) offers interactive eLearning courses, training 
lawyers to represent defendants in the criminal justice system. 

The LTRC Global curriculum is designed to train lawyers 
worldwide and focuses on universally applicable subjects such 
as client interview skills, cross examination tactics, and legal 
intervention for prevention of custodial torture. It also provides 
training on domestic laws and criminal procedure of certain 
countries. 

In 2013, IBJ expanded the number and types of courses 
available online, adding over 40 new e-Learning modules by 
June 2013. This increases the content of IBJ’s global curricu-
lum and establishes the foundation for a revolutionary global 
accreditation system. 

For the period from June 2013 – December 2013, the 
LTRC had 62,089 guest logins and 1,531 student logins, indi-
cating the number of people who have benefited from these 
courses. During this period, the IBJ team in China began 
developing new e-learning modules in Chinese, training on the 
use and admissibility of forensic evidence. An outside expert 
attorney will review these modules on completion, ensuring 
high standards. 

The modules are based on universal legal concepts of effec-
tive advocacy. They are designed to provide a common, consis-
tent level of understanding and knowledge among defenders 
throughout the world. Providing lawyers with the resources 
necessary to ensure the preservation of justice in domestic legal 
systems, IBJ is laying the foundation for sustainable peace in 
developing countries. 

By 2014, we have 162 eLearning modules over 13 countries, 
accessed more than 200,000 times.

Country Number of
eLearning modules

Burundi 7

Cambodia 5

China 64

India 11

Indonesia 5

Laos 5

Myanmar 12

Philippines 5

Rwanda 6

Thailand 5

Tunisia 4

Vietnam 5

Zimbabwe 8

26

IBJ Annual Report 2013-14_13November2015.indd   26 13/11/15   00:46



C o mm  u n i t i e s  o f  C o n s ci  e n c e

“Never doubt that a 

small group of thought-

ful committed citizens 

can change the world. 

Indeed, it is the only 

thing that ever has.” 

Margaret Mead

Creating Bridges of Support through 
Communities of Conscience 
Field-building Partnerships Across the Globe

Through its global 
networks, IBJ 
unites individuals 

across communities — public 
defenders, youth, spiritual 
leaders — to build a worldwide 
commitment to institutional-
izing due process rights and 
to ending custodial torture. 
At IBJ we have realized that 
we need to engage all tiers of 
society and create worldwide 
momentum to ensure justice 
for all. Our lawyer-to-lawyer, 
faith-to-faith, and youth-
to-youth “Communities of 
Conscience” (CoC) strive to 
ensure that rule of law be-
comes the norm, and not the 
exception.

One of the “Communities 
of Conscience” we bring 
together is the vast network 
of lawyers and legal activ-
ists around the world. Our 
Lawyer2Lawyer program of-

fers law firms, public defend-
er’s offices, prosecutors, law 
schools and bar associations 
the opportunity to exchange 
best practices with local law-
yers. Lawyer2Lawyer connects 
our team and JusticeMaker 
Fellows on the ground with 
essential legal resources. This 
vast legal network helps these 
brave human rights defenders 
to carry out their work.

Past events have included 
mentorship programs be-
tween Irish and Chinese law-
yers in Dublin, trainings be-
tween American and Chinese 
lawyers in Washington D.C., 
and legal defense training 
for Indian lawyers by the San 
Francisco Public Defender’s 
Office. In addition, sev-
eral law firms including 
Clifford Chance, Dechert, 
Hogan Lovells, Sherman 
and Sterling, Linklaters, and 

Allen and Overy have been 
invaluable in supporting IBJ 
programs.

Our Communities of 
Conscience also engage 
young people across the world 
through the Youth Scholars 
program. Whether in high 
school, university, or law 
school, these are the world’s 
future defenders and leaders. 
As we engage them in legal 
rights issues, we hope to cre-
ate a cross-generational com-
mitment to ending torture 
for all.

IBJ’s next ambitious proj-
ect with its Communities of 
Conscience is the creation of 
the Access to Justice Summit 
(AJS), to be held in Geneva, 
Switzerland. We will ask lead-
ers across the world to make 
fair and equitable treatment 
of the indigent accused a top 
priority. This will encourage  

Sanjeewa Liyanage, Astère Muyango, Hilde Schwab, Karen Tse, Aline Nijimbere, and Janvier Ncamatwi
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Burundian lawyers at the official opening of the Communities of Conscience event in Geneva

dialogue between key players 
and the partnerships neces-
sary to ensure the rights of all.

In September 2013, 
IBJ hosted a five-day 
Lawyer2Lawyer program in 
Geneva, Switzerland. The 
Geneva Bar Association, 
International Bridges to 
Justice, and the Burundi Bar 
Association participated in 
trainings on the rights of 
the accused. This event was 
a valuable opportunity for 
lawyers from Switzerland and 
Burundi to share knowledge, 
build enduring connections, 
and find innovative solutions 
to the very real problem of po-
lice beatings and other inves-
tigative torture. Thanks to the 
Canton and City of Geneva, 
this training took place in the 
Maison des Avocats (House 
of Lawyers) in Geneva, and 
provided an unprecedented 
opportunity for collaboration 
and dialogue between the 
fifteen lawyers from Burundi 
and their Geneva peers.

The program covered 
topics such as the Swiss Code 
of Criminal Procedure, the 
rights of the accused upon ar-
rest, investigation techniques, 
how Swiss criminal law pre-
vents ill treatment, the right 
to appeal, juvenile criminal 
justice, detention rules and 

a question-and-answer ses-
sion with the police at their 
headquarters (Les Violons). 
There were also visits to the 
Tribunal of binding mea-
sures (Tribunal des mesures 
de contrainte), the Human 
Rights Commission of the 
Geneva Bar Association, 
Champ-Dollon Prison, the 
United Nations, and hearings 
in court.

The program culminated 
with presentations on IBJ 
activities, the methodology 
behind IBJ’s Communities 
of Conscience, and the 
Burundian legal system. Key 
speakers included senior crim-
inal law practitioners from 
the Geneva Bar Association, 
judges, the warden of Champ-

Dollon Prison in Geneva, 
IBJ representatives, and 
lawyers from the Burundi Bar 
Association.

Through this event 
and our other global CoC 
programs, IBJ continues to 
build partnerships, create ties 
between communities, and 
bring rule of law to where it’s 
needed most.

Karen Tse, CEO and Founder of IBJ, with Pierre Maudet, Vice-President
of the Council of the State of Geneva  and Hilde Schwab, Chairperson
and Co-Founder of the Schwab Foundation for Social Entrepreneurship
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I n t e r f a i t h

“We are at a time in 

history where standing 

on the side of righteous-

ness says we will stand 

with everyone. We will 

stand because no one 

should be tortured.”

Reverend Karen Tse, 

IBJ Founder

“We give thanks to 

you, for those who de-

fend human rights and 

the various people who 

work with determina-

tion and faithfulness 

for the care of  all vic-

tims of violence. Let us 

never make peace with 

despair.”

Reverend John Beach

IBJ’s Global Interfaith Movement
Ending Torture through Access to Justice

It is our deeply held 
conviction that the 
collective voices of the 

world, the voices of religious 
and spiritual leaders and 
every individual who bravely 
opens their heart to justice, 
have the power to bring this 
critical issue onto the world 
agenda.  With this in mind, 
IBJ is building an interfaith 
movement which will speak 
out clearly and unequivocally 
against the use of torture.

IBJ is founded on a spiri-
tual vision that recognizes the 
inherent worth and dignity of 
every individual and the inter-
connectedness of all beings. 
Throughout history, human 
rights movements have been 
rooted in spirituality – as 
was the case with the work 
of Gandhi, Martin Luther 
King, Dorothy Day, Mother 
Theresa and countless others. 

Spirituality not only sustained 
their movements, but qualita-
tively affected the approach of 
their work. 

In order to realize our 
vision, IBJ works to build a 
global movement through 
engaging supporters at every 
level; through youth, faith-
based institutions, national 
governments, and global 
media. From living rooms to 
town halls, IBJ seeks to spur 
discussions that bring rule of 
law to the developing world.

In 2014, IBJ hosted two 
Interfaith Peace Vigils: one in 
Davos, and one in Geneva.

Davos Interfaith Peace Vigils
In January 2014, IBJ hosted 
an Interfaith Peace Vigil 
to End Torture at the 
English Church in Davos, 
Switzerland, during the 
World Economic Forum. 

The events were opened with 
remarks by Hilde Schwab, 
Chairperson and Co-Founder 
of the Schwab Foundation for 
Social Entrepreneurship, and 
reflections by CEO Karen 
Tse. 
This vigil was a clear call 
to act now to end suffer-
ing and bring peace to the 
world; an imperative found 
in every holy tradition. From 
Kimihiro Kitawara of the 
Japan Buddhist Federation, 
to Rabbi Schmuley Boteach, 
founder of This World, to 
Cardinal John Onaiyekan, 
Archbishop of Abuja, to 
Mohamed Ashmawey, CEO 
of Islamic Relief Worldwide, 
leaders of different faiths 
spoke about the need for all 
humanity to act with compas-
sion, warmth, kindness and 
forgiveness, even in the face 
of great adversity. Buddhist,

IBJ brings together spiritual leaders and members of the Geneva community at the Interfaith Peace Vigil at the 
World Council of Churches Ecumenical Centre in Geneva
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Geshi Luntok, Geshi Gedun, and Othok Rinpoche, from the Shedrub
Choekhor Ling Monastery and Buddhist Center in Mont Salève offering
a chant

John O. Onaiyekan, Cardinal and Roman Catholic Archbishop of Abuja, 
Catholic Archidocese of Abuja

Reverend Monsignor Richard Gyhra from the Holy
See Mission to the United Nations in Geneva

Kimihiro Kitakawara, Vice-President of the Japan 
Buddhist Federation (JBF)

“We bring this energy of love and surround them with this light. This brings 

peace and justice and the qualities of love into those places where there ap-

pears to be separation, where there appears to be injustice” 

							          Reverend Beth Linguri

Muslim, Catholic, Anglican, 
Jewish and many more faith 
groups were represented, shar-
ing their passionate commit-
ment to ending torture.

Geneva Interfaith 
Peace Vigil

IBJ organized a global 
interfaith event on the 26th 
June in 2014, on the United 
Nations International Day 
in Support of Victims of 
Torture. Religious and spiri-
tual leaders, country repre-
sentatives, and members of 
the Geneva community at the 
World Council of Churches 
Ecumenical Center in Geneva 
came together to stand in 
solidarity with IBJ and the 
efforts of our JusticeMakers 
and Country Fellows around 
the world. 

Geshe Luntok, Geshe 
Gedun, and Othok Rinpoche, 
Tibetan monks from the 
Shedrub Choekhor Ling 
Monastery and Buddhist 
Center on Mont Salève, be-
gan the ceremony with a pow-
erful chant. Michael French 
from the Lutheran World 
Federation then welcomed 

participants and spoke about 
the need to stand united in 
the face of injustice. Reverend 
Monsignor Richard Gyhra 
from the Holy See Mission 
to the United Nations in 
Geneva spoke about the 
responsibility every person 
has to bring peace, justice and 
love into their actions. “We 
also pray for a change of heart 
of the perpetrators of torture, 
because we want what is good, 
what is true, and what is just.” 
This was followed by moving 

words from Hindu, Anglican, 
Jewish, Muslim, and Buddhist 
representatives who all came 
together to achieve the same 
peaceful resolution. “As 
numerous are the sentient 
beings, we make the vow to 
save them all,” said Master 
Vincent Keisen Vuillemin 
from the Zen Dojo of Geneva.

While IBJ gathered 
for a quiet moment at the 
World Council of Churches, 
supporters held their own 
Interfaith Peace Vigils in 

cities around the world from 
over 16 different countries 
across four continents. 
Internationally, supporters 
gathered with friends and 
families to light a candle and 
say a few words in solidar-
ity for the end of torture as 
an investigative tool in our 
lifetime.
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Y o u t h  S c h o l a r s

The IBJ Youth Scholars Program
Creating young social entrepreneurs for access to justice

One of IBJ’s most 
dynamic projects 
is also one of 

its newest: a youth scholars 
program. IBJ is mobilizing a 
network of young people from 
around the world to promote 
access to justice, the United 
Nations’ 16th Sustainable 
Development Goal. The ini-
tiative gives youth a stake in 
international policy debates, 
as well as in the future they 
wish to create. The work has 
been valuable to IBJ to raise 
awareness on legal rights. It 
also provides opportunities 
for personal development and 
greater confidence in their 
advocacy skills. 

The IBJ Youth Scholars 
Program

After hearing IBJ’s found-
er and CEO Karen Tse deliver 
a TEDtalk on the quest to 
end investigative torture, a 
young student from South 
Korea was inspired to call 
and ask how he could help. 
Responding to his bold initia-
tive, we were inspired to think 
about how we could more 
deeply partner with youth 
providing them with op-
portunities to improve their 
advocacy skills and the use 
of those skills to help other 
young people in developing 
parts of the world.

Through 2013-2014 Ethan 
Tse has been continuing the 
work of the Youth Chapter 
in Sacramento, California. 
Together, they have engaged 
in advocacy activities raising 

awareness on access to jus-
tice across California. With 
regular meetings through 
2013-2014, the chapter sets 
an example for future youth 
chapters, not only in the 
United States but all over the 
world.

Meanwhile in 2014 in 
Singapore, Mindy Hsu and 
Bhavani Khemka organised 
a group of students to go to 
Cambodia and observe IBJ 
lawyers working with clients 
who had been wrongly ac-
cused of crimes in Banteay 
Meanchey and Siem. 
Witnessing the unfair treat-
ment of rural Cambodians 
and the efforts of IBJ helped 
the students see the impact 
of their work within their 
chapter.

Youth Scholars have prov-
en their remarkable capacity 
for creativity. 2014 saw inter-
nal alpha testing begin on 
IBJ’s upcoming smartphone 
app, having been created and 
coded by Joshua Browder, a 
British student who has de-
veloped iPhone applications 
for several nonprofit organiza-
tions. This innovative piece of 
software is designed to be the 
user interface for IBJ’s eLearn-
ing initiative, a global knowl-
edge and learning platform 
designed to institutionalise 
criminal defender standards 
worldwide.

Our Vision Beyond 2014
Moving beyond 2014, we 

are beginning the ASEAN 
Youth JusticeMakers competi-

tion with the help of National 
Youth Council in Singapore. 
This project gives fellowships 
to young students to create 
innovative projects designed 
on improving access to jus-
tice and rights awareness in 
their local communities. We 
are consistently looking into 
forming new partnerships 
with funders and finding new 
ways to ensure the sustainabil-
ity of the IBJ Youth Program. 

Currently, IBJ has Youth 

Scholars in the United States, 
United Kingdom, South 
Korea, Geneva, Singapore 

and Hong Kong. We are striv-
ing to expand this network, 
funding the creation of Youth 
Chapters in schools across 
the world. Not only will this 
help develop advocacy skills 
for students, it will also create 
a global support network 
with Chapters collaborating 
together on larger projects. 
Our long term vision is for 
Youth Chapters to link in 
with youth groups in-country 
where we work, creating 
bridges of knowledge and 
support.

All of our efforts are to 
culminate in a biennial World 
Youth Justice Summit. In 
line with our goal to ensure 
personal development of our 
Youth Scholars, the summit 
will be a platform to engage 
each other using their advoca-
cy skills, debating important 
issues. The summit would 
focus on juvenile justice in 
developing countries and pro-
vide a forum for both experts, 
defenders and  

Robert McDowell

Youth raising awareness in Santa Monica, California
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youth to engage with how best 
to protect young men and 
women from miscarriages of 
justice. IBJ believes involving 
youth in discussions on policy 
making is paramount. After 
all, they are the leaders and 
policymakers of tomorrow.

Interfaith Peace Vigil
2014 saw Youth Scholars 

become inspired to par-
ticipate in IBJ’s global peace-
building activities, encour-
aging a global network of 
people, of all faiths, speaking 
up for access to justice. IBJ is 
excited about Youth Scholars 
helping us reach a global tip-
ping point, placing access to 
justice at the forefront of the 
international development 
agenda.

On 26 June 2014, our 
Youth Scholars mobilized for 
the International Day Against 
Torture and Torture Survivors 
Day. Holding Interfaith 
Peace Vigils with their family, 
friends and classmates and 
raising awareness simultane-
ously across the world, these 
activities help demonstrate 
that people of all backgrounds 
and religious beliefs can come 
together against the practice 
of torture. 

Online Conference Series
As part of our objective to 

create personal development 
opportunities for our Youth 
Scholars, in 2014 IBJ began 
connecting them to renowned 
leadership and advocacy 
trainers for a series of online 
conferences. Below are two 
key examples of the sessions 
we have hosted:

In July 2014, IBJ organized 
an online conference for our 
Youth Scholars on leadership 
and communication. Amy 
Carroll hosted the conference 
and explained her “Predator, 
Prey and Partner” model. 
Amy employs her background 
in psychology, improvisational 
theatre and mediation to 
lead training and coaching 
programs for multinationals 
worldwide.

In September 2014 
IBJ hosted a seminar 
for our Youth Scholars 
titled “Activism through 
Storytelling”. This was the 
latest addition to the Youth 
Program’s Online Conference 
Series. Renowned poet, 
activist, and speaker Robert 
McDowell spoke with our stu-
dent advocates to help refine 
their leadership and public 
speaking skills.

CrowdRise
In October 2014, IBJ’s 

Youth Chapters around the 
world were involved in a 
campaign on CrowdRise for 
the Skoll Foundation’s an-
nual fundraising challenge. 
They helped raise money and 
awareness among other youth 
about the use of torture as 
an investigative tool. They 
want the youth community to 
be more aware and active in 
helping efforts to free juve-
niles, like themselves, from 
false imprisonment and harsh 
conditions.

Ethan Tse, who founded the 
IBJ Youth Scholars Chapter in 
Sacramento

Youth Scholar Ethan Swift in front 
of the Merlion statue in Singa-
pore.

Youth Scholar Daniel Fung Jr. 
holding a vigil in Hong Kong

Youth Scholar Jihun Hong in front 
of Seoul Arts Center in Seoul in 
South Korea

Youth Scholar Program Coordina-
tor Shashi Sahadew and Youth 
Scholar Alyssa Rohan prepar-
ing the posters for the Interfaith 
Peace Vigil at IBJ HQ in Geneva

A Youth Scholar is 

someone who is part of 

IBJ’s work and wants 

to be engaged in our 

fight to end torture as 

an investigative tool. 

Youth Scholars share 

a particular interest in 

the fields of legal and 

human rights

32

IBJ Annual Report 2013-14_13November2015.indd   32 13/11/15   00:46



M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  C h a i r m a n

Daniel R. Fung, Chairman of the 
Board of Directors of International 
Bridges to Justice

Making a Real Impact to Increase 
Access to Justice Worldwide

In 2013 and 2014, 
International Bridges 
to Justice continued 

to make significant advances 
towards achieving sustain-
able criminal justice reform 
around the globe. Since 
assuming the chairmanship 
of IBJ’s Board of Directors in 
2009, I have had the pleasure 
of witnessing IBJ’s work in 
action to bring about transfor-
mative change in legal justice 
systems. IBJ has worked 
tirelessly to not only resolve 
the immediate problem of 
systemic abuse and torture, 
but to ultimately build a 
functional and enduring legal 
aid system that is sustainable 
in the overtime. 

“Sustainability” is a word 
that is all too often thrown 
around without real action 
behind it to transform the 
word into reality. I appreci-
ate that IBJ is an extremely 
action-oriented organization 
committing itself to creating 
the tools necessary to educate, 
train, and align all those 
concerned with the goal of 
ending torture and ensure 
due process rights. Training 
and development is a crucial 
part of IBJ’s work to bring 
about change.

In 2013 we hosted 
our first-ever training for 
Myanmar lawyers and of-
ficials, heralding the begin-
ning of a fruitful partnership 
and an existing start for IBJ 
projects in the country. With 
numerous visits by Karen 
Tse and myself, we have 
established solid relation-
ships both with the state and 

civil society. Attended by 
the Myanmar government 
delegation comprised of the 
Deputy Attorney-General, 
high-ranking officials from 
the Supreme Court of the 
Union, Union Attorney-
General’s Office and the 
Myanmar Police Force, it 
was also attended by defence 
lawyers from the Myanmar 
Legal Aid Network. As re-
quested by Burmese officials 
and civil society participants a 
legal aid training and round-
table discussion took place 
in Singapore. IBJ is grateful 
for its collaboration with the 
Singapore Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, SingTel, the Lee 
Kuan Yew School of Public 
Policy, Clifford Chance and 
Shearman & Sterling in 
hosting this training and thus 
providing Myanmar justice of-
ficials with a unique platform 
for meaningful engagement.

IBJ, through its multi-
stakeholder approach and 
building of networks, aims 
to ultimately institutionalize 
its programming so that legal 
aid will be carried forward 
as a government operated 
service rather than an NGO-
led effort. Our Cambodia 
program stands out as be-
ing the most developed and 
comprehensive, and the 
closest to reaching this critical 
point of transition. With nine 
DRCs and 39 permanent 
staff members operating in 
20 out of Cambodia’s 25 
provinces, IBJ Cambodia 
handled over 1,400 cases in 
2013 and over 1,300 cases 
in 2014. I’m pleased to say 

that IBJ retains excellent 
relations with the Ministry 
of Justice, with whom we 
signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding in 2012. 
Continuing to work closely 
with the Ministry, the 
Bar Association of the 
Kingdom of Cambodia, the 
Extraordinary Chambers in 
the Courts of Cambodia, and 
many other organizations, 
IBJ’s efforts pave the way for 
comprehensive legal protec-
tion for all people living in 
Cambodia.

IBJ’s activities in China 
have been impressive for their 
scope, breadth, and effective-
ness. With three offices able 
to reach every single province 
and autonomous region in 
China, IBJ has assembled 
a very competent group of 
about 40 lawyers that have 
taken over the responsibil-
ity of training other lawyers 
interested in defence and due 
process rights. In 2013 and 
2014, IBJ trained over 3000 
lawyers in 48 training ses-
sions. Working as a commu-
nity, lawyers supporting each 
other and truly capitalizing 
on their collective knowledge 
and experience have strength-
ened the networks between 
them and built a sense of 
belonging.  Together with 
IBJ’s commitment to build 
relationships with its Chinese 
partners, this is an important 
part of building local capacity 
and making IBJ’s activities in 
China sustainable.

Looking back on our 
accomplishments of the 
past two years. IBJ has made 

a huge impact around the 
world, with active country 
programs, a growing network 
of online resources, and 
grassroots initiatives such as 
the 2014 IBJ JusticeMakers 
competition. The work IBJ 
does is only possible with the 
generous support of those 
who believe in our mission. 
Your generous donations and 
partnership make it possible 
for IBJ to implement its work 
around the world. For all your 
support, thank you.

“Daniel R. Fung was the first 
person of Chinese descent to serve 
as Solicitor General of Hong 
Kong. He did so both before and 
after Hong Kong’s reversion to 
Chinese sovereignty in 1997. 
He is the President of the Hong 
Kong chapter of the International 
Law Association and Chairman 
of the Peace and Development 
Foundation, the official partner 
in Hong Kong of the United 
Nations Development Programme 
in China.”
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 1 B. McKeever and S. L. Pettijohn, Urban Institute, “The Nonprofit Sector in Brief: Public Charities, Giving and Volunteering, 2014,” October 2014.

Handling the Obstacle of a Chal-
lenging Fundraising Environment

F i n a n ci  a l  R e p o r t

2013 and 2014 were 
exciting years for 
IBJ. With our 

in-kind donations and con-
tributions from governments 
and multilaterals going up 
since 2012, we were able to 
launch comprehensive train-
ing programs, host roundtable 
discussions, conduct rights 
awareness campaigns, and 
ultimately move closer to our 
goal of ending custodial tor-
ture and institutionalizing de-
fender standards worldwide.

IBJ, like many other non-
profit organizations, has con-
tinued to overcome obstacles 
within a challenging fundrais-
ing environment: while the 
global economies are recover-
ing, funding in the NGO 
sector has fallen from its 
pre-recession peak in 2007.1  
IBJ continues to benefit from 
generous contributions from 
existing funders, as well as 
actively building new partner-
ships. Our efforts towards 
fundraising have proven fruit-
ful, targeting tailored short-
term fundraising campaigns 
for specific projects in order 
to appeal more directly to our 
funders. In addition, larger 
institutional funders have 
also begun to engage with us 
with more long-term projects 
scheduled beyond 2014.

2013 presented obstacles 
for IBJ as our funding from 
private foundations decreased 
by 49% in 2013 from 2012 
levels. Rising to meet the chal-
lenge, our fundraising efforts 
resulted in contributions from 
governments and multilater-
als going up by 47% between 

in the same period.  Between 
2013-2014 IBJ in-kind dona-
tions rose by over 40%. 

The largest contributor 
to IBJ’s funding continues to 
be governments and multi-
laterals. This is indicative of 
the trust these multi-laterals 
place in IBJ, and the value 
they see in our work. IBJ 
has always seen the value in 
these collaborative relation-
ships, which is exemplified 
in the strides we have made 
in finalizing Memorandums 
of Understandings with 
Ministries of Justice and bar 
associations in the countries 
where we work.  Although 
there is a slight drop in dona-
tions from private founda-
tions and individuals, they 
still represent an invaluable 
asset to IBJ.  

We are particularly grate-
ful to the Skoll Foundation, 
AusAID, the European 
Union, the US State 
Department, the Hilton 
Foundation, the Levi-
Strauss Foundation, La Ville 
de Genève, the National 
Endowment for Democracy, 
the Open Society Foundation, 
and many private individuals 
for their generous contri-
butions. Humbled by the 
generosity of all our donors, 
both from the public and 
the private sector, these 
contributions have helped 
thousands of people access 
justice where none previously 
existed. While a portion of 
IBJ donations decreased, 
unquantifiable benefits of pre-
existing networks allowed us 
to overcome our challenges. 

As Albert Einstein once said: 
“not everything that counts 
can be counted, and not ev-
erything that can be counted 
counts.”

IBJ is blessed by the 
generosity of a large team 
of volunteers (an increase 
of 40% between 2013 and 
2014), which allows us to 
dedicate more funds to our 
international programs.  
These dedicated professionals 
include university graduates, 
attorneys, and management 
consultants. Our dedicated 
team members have risen to 
meet new challenges, and 
even during tough funding 
periods, country managers 
and team members continue 

a portion of their great work 
on a pro-bono basis.  

On behalf of the many 
individuals for whom we 
strive to ensure rule of law 
and early access to counsel, 
we would like to convey our 
sincere thanks to our donors 
and team members.  To our 
donors, we are extraordinarily 
grateful for your support.  
To our team members, we 
salute your dedication and 
thank you for your time and 
expertise.  To our clients, we 
dedicate our achievements to 
you, and commit to continu-
ing our efforts to implement 
our vision and ensuring that 
the legal rights of every man, 
woman and child are met.
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Karen Tse, President
Sanford R. Climan
Kenneth Cukier
Joan M. Darby
Francis James
John Jameson
David Little
Regina Mooney
Grace Toh
Luis Velasco
Mia Yamamoto

ADVISORY BOARD
Scotty McLennan
Anthony Saich
Hilde Schwab
Cornel West

I B J  P a r t n e r s

BURUNDI
Association Burundaise pour la Défense des droits des Prison-
niers (ABDP)
Association des Juristes Catholiques du Burundi (AJCB)
Avocats Sans Frontières (ASF)
Belgian Technical Cooperation in Burundi
Burundi Bar Association.
l’Association Burundaise pour la Protection des Droits Hu-
mains et des Personnes Détenues (APRODH)
Commission Episcopale Justice et Paix (CEPJ)
International Rescue Committee (IRC)
L’Action des Chrétiens pour l’Abolition de la Torture (ACAT) 
Burundi
la Maison Shalom
l’Association des Femmes Juristes du Burundi.
Ligue Iteka
Ministry of Justice
Ministry of Solidarity, Human rights and Gender
Ministry of Interior
National Independent Human Rights Commission (NIHRC)
Observatoire Ineza pour la Protection des Droits de l’enfant au 
Burundi (OIDEB)
RCN Justice et Démocratie
Solidarité de la Jeunesse Chrétienne pour la Paix et l’Enfance 
(SOJPAE)
Terre des Hommes (TdH)
Unissons nous pour la Promotion des Batwas (UNIPROBA)

CAMBODIA
Bar Association of the Kingdom of Cambodia (BAKC)
Cambodian Human Rights and Development Association 
(ADHOC)
Cambodian League for the Promotion and Defense of Human 
Rights (LICADHO)
Cambodian Women’s Crisis Center (CWCC)
Committee for Free and Fair Elections in Cambodia (Comfrel)
Cooperation Committee for Cambodia (CCC)

East-West Management Institute (EWMI)
Equitable Cambodia
General Department of Prisons
Khmer HIV/AIDS NGO Alliance (KHANA)
Legal Aid of Cambodia (LAC)
Legal Support for Children and Women (LSWC)
Ministry of Interior
Ministry of Justice
NGO Forum
Protection of Juvenile Justice (PJJ)
Samreth Law Group
Vigilance
Vishnu Law Group

CHINA
All China Lawyers Association 
Beifang Minorities University 
Beijing Migrant Workers Legal Aid
Beijing Zhongze Women’s Legal Consulting Services Center
Dacheng Law Firm
Dalian Lawyers Association
Democracy and Legal Systems magazine
Dianheng Law Firm
Donghu University
Fada Law Firm
Funeng Law Firm
Fuzhou University 
Gonghe Law Firm
Guanghe Law Firm
Guilin University of Electronic Technology 
Hankou University
Hebei United University 
Heilongjiang Administrative Cadre Institute 
Hengping Institute
Jilin Jincheng Law Firm
Jinwei Law Firm
Kangda Law Firm
Keli Law Firm
Lanzhou Institute of Business
Lanzhou University of Finance and Economics 
Legal Aid Center for Migrant-Worker Foundation of Yunnan 
Province
Lianyu Law Firm 
Liaocheng Public Security Bureau 
Liaoyuan Municipal Justice Bureau
Ma Kechang Foundation
Migrant Workers Community Center in Pincun Village
Nanyang Institute of Technology 
Northeast Agricultural University 
Northwest University of Politics and Law
Peking University Law School Legal Aid Association 
Qinghai University of Minorities 
RDDS Law Firm
Rizhao Legal Aid
Rizhishe
Shaanxi Fazhi Law Firm
Shaanxi Fengrui Law Firm
Shaanxi Gengmin Law Firm
Shaanxi Lawyers Association
Shaanxi Qiyi Law Firm
Shaanxi Yunde Law Firm

G o v e r n a n c e
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Shaanxi Zhenli Law Firm
Shandong Haiyang Law Firm
Shangquan Law Firm
Shenzhen Lawyers Association
Shenzhen University
Sichuan Province Migrant Worker Legal Aid Center 
Sichuan Zhigao Shoumin Law Firm
Suoma Flower Foundation
Taiyang Cun (Sun Village) School
Tianchen Law Firm
Tianwaitian Law Firm
Urumqi Yinshi Law Firm 
Wei Ni Bian (“Defend for You”) lawyer’s network
Wuchang Renyi Law Firm 
Wuhan University Public Interest and Development Law 
Institute (PIDLI)
Wuhan University School of Law 
Xiamen Legal Aid Bureau
Xiamen University Law School 
Xianyang Weimin Law Firm
Yangzhou University School of Law
Yi Women and Children Development Center
Yingke Law Firm
Yiqing Law Firm
Yulin City Bar Association
Yulin College
Zhihui Law Firm
Zhuocheng Law Firm

INDIA
Commonwealth Human Rights Initiative (CHRI)
Delhi Prisons (Tihar Prison)
Prison Ministry India
National Law School of India University (NLSIU)
National Law University, Delhi
Rajasthan Prisons
Rajasthan State Legal Services Authority (RSLSA) 
Union Territory of Pondicherry Legal Services Authority 
(UTPLSA)
WB National University of Juridical Sciences (NUJS)
West Bengal Correctional Services

RWANDA
Fountain Advocates
Inara Legal Aid Services (INALAS)
Lawyers of Hope
Legal Aid Forum
Ministry of Justice
Kigali (Rwanda) Bar Association
Young Lawyers Association of Rwanda

SINGAPORE
Changi Prison
Clifford Chance, Singapore
Economic Development Board
LAWASIA
Law Society of Singapore
Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy, National University of 
Singapore
LexisNexis Asia
National University of Singapore
Faculty of Law

Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy
Shearman & Sterling LLP, Singapore
Singapore Cooperation Program, Singapore Ministry of For-
eign Affairs 
Singapore Council of Women’s Organisations (SCWO)

ZIMBABWE
Care at the Core of Humanity Trust (CATCH Trust)
Law Society of Zimbabwe 
Legal Resources Foundation
Zimbabwe Association for Crime Prevention and Rehabilita-
tion of the Offender (ZACRO)
Zimbabwe Women Lawyers Association

GLOBAL PARTNERS
Advocacy Forum, Nepal
Afghanistan Human Rights Organization (AHRO)
Afghanistan Independent Bar Association (AIBA)
African Democracy Forum
African HIV in Prisons Partnership Network
AIDS Law Project
AIDSPortal
Alliance of Independent Journalists
American Bar Association Rule of Law Initiative – Ecuador 
and Mexico
Ashoka
Asian Philanthropy Forum
Association of NGOs against Trafficking of Persons in Central 
Asia
AVERT
Bangladesh Institute of Human Rights
Be in Vision Pakistan
Centro Latinoamericano de Administración para el Desarrollo 
CILIC
CIVICUS
Columbia Law School
CUNY School of Law
Echoing Green
EDUCAF Cameroon
Egyptian Center for Women’s Rights
Eurasia Partnership Foundation
The Ford Foundation
Funds for NGOs.org
Global Youth Action Network
GlobalGiving
Hispanic National Bar Association
Howard League for Penal Reform
Hugh Wooding Law School
Human Rights Education Institute of Burma
“Human Rights XXI Century – Azerbaijan” Foundation
Humanitarian Legal Assistance Foundation
i-Genius
Independent Thought
Inter-American Commission on Human Rights
Inter-American Development Bank Solidarity Program
International Senior Lawyers Project
Israel Bar Association
Justice For All Organization, Myanmar
Justicia Penal Ecuador
Kanesalingam & Co., Malaysia
KARAPATAN, The Philippines
Kyrgyz Committee for Human Rights
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Lahore High Court Bar Association
LBH Masyarakat: Community Legal Aid Institute, Indonesia
Levi Strauss Foundation
MINBYUN, South Korea
NABUUR – The Global Neighbor Network
1-Focus International
Open Society Institute Assistance Foundation, Tajikistan
Pakistan Lawyers Foundation
Payap University, Institute of Religion, Culture, and Peace, 
Thailand
Peace and Collaborative Development Network
Penal Reform International, Central Asia Office
Pine Tree
Preda Foundation
Prison Reform Trust
Prisoners Assistance Nepal
Proyecto ACCESO
Public Interest Law Institute
Qadir Foundation
Red Argentina para la Cooperación Internacional
Social Edge
Southeast Asia Media Defense Legal Network
Southern Africa Litigation Centre
Uganda Management Assistance Program
United Nations Development Programme, Jordan
Universidad de Chile, Centro de Derechos Humanos
Universidad Nacional de Asunción
University of the Pacific, Global Center for Social Entrepre-
neurship
University of the Pacific, Inter-American Program
University of the Pacific, Legal Structure and International 
Justice Institute
William and Mary Law School
Women of Uganda Network (WOUGNET)
Women’s Foundation of Nepal
World Justice Project
Zimbabwe Human Rights NGO Forum

2014 JUSTICEMAKERS 
COMPETITION JUDGES
Ali Muhriz
Steve Seneque
Karen Tse

STAFF      AND    C ON  -
SULTANTS     

BURUNDI
Jean-Claude Barakamfitiye
Nadege Kwizera
Astere Muyango
Janvier Ncamatwi
Aline Njimbere

CAMBODIA
Banteay Meanchey
Chhim Rat
Kin Sreynon
Nop Kunthol

Battambang
Houn Bunnith
Men Phearun

Moeu Sothearet
Ngoun Sothea
Ouk Kalyan
Poeng Kalyan

Kampong Thom
Chan Sopha
Kan Senghouth
Kong Heng
Nou Chandeth
Sem Roda

Mondulkiri
Ben Sokchea
Chheang Makara
Cheang Sopheav
Um Sovanna

Phnom Penh
Buisson Charlène
Chan Reaseypheak
Flower Kate
Hok Meng Eam
Kan Senghouth
Ke Sam Oeurn

Kin Vibol
Kong Chanratha
Kong Leang Chou
Kong Vuthy
Long Savoeun
Ouk Chandyna
Ouk Rachana
Ouk Vandeth
Phon Sophoes
Salome Jeanne
Seang Chanratana
Sim Dalis
So Beng Tharun
Sok Sopheak 
Sue Sokchan

Prey Veng
Ke Chomroeun
Leang Sina
Phin Prak
Seang Sarika
So Bengtharun

Pursat
Choun Loeurm
Roth Chantol
Tola Chan

Ratanakiri
Cheang Sopheav
Mao Sary
Phon Sophoes
Seang Sokly

Takeo
Chan Vanny
Khut Sreymom
Ly Kosal

CHINA
Aurora Bewicke
Cheng Bo
Cheng Huan
Adam Clement
Feng Sien
Kendall  Goh
James McMath
Chris Mirasola
Pan Chenzi
Rania Rampersad
Margot Stroeken
Zhang Yun
Zhao Hao
Zhou Xiaoming
Wan Yidan
Wang Xintong
Abby VanSickle

GENEVA
Paul Demakis
Ekaterina Dimitrova
Sanjeewa Liyanage
Donna Reitano

Karen Tse

INDIA
Meena Kumari
Tushar Kanti Mandal
Pankhuri A Mehndiratta
Ajay Raghav
Gulika Reddy
Hemang H. Shah
Ajay Verma

RWANDA
John Bosco Bugingo
Joselyn Ingabire
Didas M. Kayihura
Ronald Serwanga

SINGAPORE
Jennifer Anderson
Maureen Essex
Clara Feng
Steven Rowles

ZIMBABWE
Florence Chatira
Pamela Chiwara
John Burombo
Innocent Maja

VOLUNTEER         
LAWYERS    

BURUNDI
Audace Gatavu
Abel Banyiyezako
Jean-Claude Barakamfitite
Yvette Burinkiko
 ___Donatien
Emery Emerusenge
Christella Harerimana
Anitha Harushimana
Diane Kagwiza
Nadège Kamariyarwe
 __ Kezakimana
Fabiola Midonzi
Aaron Mutamu
Janvier Ncamatwi
Placide Ndikumana
Peline Nduwayezu
Odette Nemerimana
Gertrude Nibigira
Aline Nijimbere
Léonce Nimenya
Claudine Niyokwizera
Modeste Niyonsaba
Christian Ntakirutimana
Divine Ntiranyuhura
Zénon Nzeyimana
Amedé Nzobarinda

INDIA
Siddharth Aatreya
Tanya Agrawal
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Raja Baggha
Ashwani-Kumar Bali
Padmini Baruah
Gaurav Bhawnani
Ipshita Bhuwania
Mahesh Bora
Bijaya Chanda
Anarghya K Chandar
Suchiti Chandra
Sharath Chandran
Trisha Chandran
Abhijit Datta
Shiv Kumar Dewedi
Shyam Gopal
Sharvari Kothawade
Trishna Mohan Kriplani
Atulaa Krishnamurthy
Pankhuri Mehadiratta
Ananya Mitra
Shruthi Naik
Nithyaesh Natraj
Karuna Nundy
Alpana Pandey
Kylasnath Pillay 
Ajay Raghav
Laxmi Ramavat
Vaibhav Rangarajan
Akshi Rastogi
Gulika Reddy
Gargi Rohi
Mathavi S
Pallavi Saxena
Anshuman Saxena
Mary Scaria
Aradhya Sethia
Neha Singh
Avninder Singh
Pavan Srinivas
Manasa Sundarraman

RWANDA
Kanyabitaro Benoit, 
Busogi Cikoma Emmanuel, 
Mukakalisa Jeanne D’Arc, 
Karamira Jacques, 
Karangwayire Epiphanie, 
Kalimba Daniel, 
Muhisoni Stella Matutina, 
Nkuriyingoma Jean Dama-
scene, 
Dusabirema Marthe, 
Tuyishimire Jean Paul, 
Gatera Kanisa Evariste, 
Katushabe Mary, 
Sadi Jashi, 
Karega Blaisc Pascal, 
Gatera Kanisa Evariste, 
Munyandilikirwa Laurent, 
Nyiranzeyimana Godeberthe, 
Mukarusine Agnes, 
Mugabo Samuel, 
Musore Segabiro Felix, 
Bitenyo Ngabo Michel, 

Ruturwa Rumande Esron, 
Mwizerwa Marie Grace, 
Nyirahabinka Felicite, 
Sesonga Theobald, 
Ruton Ndasheja Sonia, 
Uwanyiligira Delpline, 
Mugeni Josephine, 
Nishimwe Claudine, 
Mukamana Safina, 
Kayitesi Angelique, 
Rugbeyo Jean, 
Uwamahoro Marie-Grace, 
Mukamana Leonille, 
Bikotwa Bruce, 
Furaha Amida, 
Nkusi Eric, 
Uwera Solange, 
Ngezahayo Emmanuel, 
Murekeyisoni Marie Louise, 
Joselyne Ingabire , 
Rwabukumba Moussa, 
Runezerwa Alain, 
Umugwaneza Diane, 
Nsengumuremyi Senglo 
Louis, 
Mukarwesa Felicite, 
Habyarimana Christine, 
Kayinamura Gabriel, 
Tganunurenyi Donata, 
Nyankiko Alphonse, 
Uwamariya Consolee, 
Rukarishya Ngenda Phile-
mon,

ZIMBABWE
Atukwa Dorcas
Bamu Jeremiah M.
Bhebhe Simplicio M.
Bopoto Karen Tariro
Burukai Muchadzireva
Chagadama Florence
Chambati  Albert
Charamba Phelex
Chatambudza Everson
Chimhoga Magreth
Chimombe Estere
Chimuriwo Lawman
Chipere Cremmah
Chiware Fungai
Daitai Chenjerai
Deme Samuel
Deme Thoughts
Demo Andrew
Dururu Ambrose
Dzvetero Tapson
Gahadzikwa Stephen
Gudo Michelle
Gumbo Takunda Emmanuel
Gumbo Takura Ishmael
Halimani Denford
Jonhera Patrick
Kadzere Kudzayi Erick
Kanyerere Winnet

Madondo Taruberekera
Makoni Petronella Tafadzwa
Makuvise Brinah Zvaitwa
Mandevere Josias
Mandevere Marufu
Mangezi Emily
Manika Kutendaishe
Maruva  Bruce
Masango Admire
Masara Tavengwa
Masuku Lungile
Mataka Isheunopa
Maunganidze Regina
Mavhondo Cephas
Mawere Tichaona
Moffat Sharon
Motsi Yvonne N.
Moyo Letticia Fadzai
Moyo Perseverance
Mtisi  Gift
Mugogo John
Munatsi Ropafadzo
Murove Albert
Musandirire Bridget
Musara Mavis
Musendekwa Eriam
Mushambi Dulcie D.
Mutebere Tichavona
Mutero Tendero
Muyangwa Karen
Mvuu Abel
Nyamayaro Fanuel
Nyangombe John
Ratisai Stella
Rupapa Belinda
Simango-Kaneta Wynonah
Takaendesa Clemence
Takawadiyi Petronella
Thondhlanga Takesure
Tsara Happy Sophia
Ushewekunze Shingirai
Vhiriri Thammary Brenda
Zhangazha Witness Paridzirai
Zinyengere Listen
Zuva Farayi

C ONTR    I B UTORS     
TO   LEGAL      RE  -
SOUR    C ES   DE  -
VELO    P M ENT 

Elizabeth Tippet
Tony Natale
Larissa Wakefield
Christie Warren
Chris Leibig

EXPERTS
Dominique Bavarel, Geneva 
Monica Bertholet, Geneva 
Aurora Bewicke, China and 
Singapore

Scott Baggett, Singapore
Bun Honn, Cambodia
François Canonica, Geneva
Christian Coquoz, Geneva
Shawn Clerk, Singapore
Dan Creasy, Singapore
Malathi Das, Singapore
Pierre De Preux, Geneva
Juliette De Rivero, Geneva
Olivier Deferene, Geneva
Stéphane Esposito, Geneva
Aaron Ferguson, Singapore
Wileeza Gapar, Singapore
Maurice Gardiol, Geneva
Denise Graf, Geneva
Maurice Harari, Geneva
Yaël Hayat, Geneva
Crystal Hayling, Singapore
Hy Sophea, Cambodia
Cédric Jancloes, Cambodia
Gurmeet Kaur, Singapore
Ragunath Kesavan, Singapore
Nicholas, Koumjian, Cam-
bodia
Anna Laybina, Singapore
Olivia Le Fort, Geneva
Jack Lee, Singapore
Li Lanying, Singapore
Lim Tanguy, Singapore
Sanjeewa Liyanage, China, 
Myanmar and Singapore
Wilbert Mandinde, Zimba-
bwe
Kishore Mahbubani, Singa-
pore
Giorgio Malinverni, Geneva
Grégoire Mangeat, Geneva
Pascal Maurer, Geneva
Pierre Claver Mbonimpa, 
Burundi
Jean-Baptiste Niyizurugero, 
Geneva
Michel Ottet, Geneva
Daniele Perissi, Geneva
Pov Samphy, Cambodia
Judith Mosoff, China 
Anthony  Natale, China
Gopinath Pillai, Singapore
Keith Raynor, Cambodia
Isidore Rufyikiri, Burundi
Viviane Schekter, Geneva
David Siegel, China
Vincent Spira, Geneva
Myint Soe, Myanmar and 
Singapore
Song Chorvoin, Cambodia
Bernhard Sträuli, Geneva
Abraham Vergis, Singapore
Ajay Verma, Singapore
 Salman Safdar, Cambodia
Suon Visal, Cambodia
Larisa Wakefield, Cambodia
Stéphane Werly, Geneva

38

IBJ Annual Report 2013-14_13November2015.indd   38 13/11/15   00:46



Helena Whalen-Bridge, 
Singapore
Christie Warren, Myanmar 
and Singapore
Wendell Wong, Singapore

I NTERNS       AND   
VOLUNTEERS        

Nadia Abramson, Geneva
Nour Al Kudsi, Geneva
Diala Alqadi, Geneva
Maxwell Andersen, Geneva
John Aycock, China
Delphine Bellin, Geneva
Sokchea Ben, Cambodia
Györgyi Blahó, Geneva
Chris Bowditch, Geneva
Katie Bresner, Geneva
Madeline Britvec, Geneva
Derek Brow, China
Chan KunthearoThoeun, 
Cambodia
Rachel Chang, Geneva
Bunthan Chhann, Cambodia
Chaya Chhet, Cambodia
Chomrong Chomreun, 
Cambodia
Paulyne Cometto, Geneva
Joshua Dutton, Geneva
Oudom Dy, Cambodia
Sreyleap Eng, Cambodia
Tomas Ferrari, Geneva
Kelly Ganon, Geneva
Daniel Ginetty, Cambodia
Alexandra Gullett, Geneva
Vinnicius Haesbaert, Cam-
bodia
Rosemary Hambright, Cam-
bodia
Johnathan Ho, Cambodia
Courtenay Howe, Geneva
Mindy Hsu, Cambodia
Aisling Hubbard, Geneva
Hicham Jradi, Geneva
Kim Kaia, China
Frederick Kajumba-Kalema, 
Geneva
Etse Kassa, Geneva
Bhavani Khemka, Cambodia
Voleak  Khun, Cambodia
Joshua Kim , Cambodia
Sokunmealea  Kim, Cambo-
dia
Klára Vraštilová, Geneva
Anna Lam, China
Katherine Lam, Geneva
Maxine Lange, China
Erika Larsen, Cambodia
Kirk Leach, Geneva
Channaret Leng, Cambodia
Sallie Lin, China
Zoe Lo, Geneva

Dalin Lorm, Cambodia
Hnin Pwint Lwin, Geneva
Eng Ly, Cambodia
Pattry Ly, Cambodia
Sreng Ly, Cambodia
Rachel Mackenna, Geneva
Greg Marcar, Geneva
Stroeken Margot, China
Rebecca McQuillen, China
Fanny Mellifluo, Geneva
Christelle Mercier, Geneva
Jake Mooney, Cambodia
Emad Morcos, Geneva
Santo Morello, Geneva
Ivy Mou, China
Auriane Mouret, India
Christopher Murray, Geneva
Mengsuon Ngov, Cambodia
Keanne Nicholas, Geneva
Sewdath Nutan, India
Mercedes Amagro    Ocaña, 
Geneva
Adrien Oleszkiewicz, Geneva
Elizabeth Olson, China
Bryn Overend, Geneva
Amelia Eh Ri Pak-Harvey, 
Geneva
Robert Patrovic, Geneva
Katie Paulson-Smith, Geneva
Dara Peou, Cambodia
Stephanic Persson, China
Solange Pittet, Geneva
Renata Przerada, Geneva
Joseph Rich, Geneva
Shashi Sahadew, Geneva
Seok Da-Eun, Cambodia
Gladys Shahtou, Geneva
Shi Jiayun, China
Sith Vanheng, Cambodia
Jayshrie Sivananthan, China
Kaeshini Sivananthan, China
Courtney Skiles, India
Sok Vounchneng, Cambodia
Som Srey Tey, Cambodia
Aarti Sreenivas, India
Rosie Statman, China
Jessica Stein, Geneva
Eva Steketee, Geneva
Uy Polo, Cambodia
Stevanne  Van der Velden, 
Geneva
Merise Vincent, Geneva
Vilde Vinge, India
Megan Williams, Cambodia
Scott Wilson, China  
Sabrina Wirz, Geneva
Sophie Wissner, Geneva
Deborah Wong, Geneva
David Zhou, Geneva

2 0 1 3 - 14  DONORS    

ORGANIZATIONAL 

DONORS
Apax Foundation
Australian Agency for 
International Development 
(AusAID)
Australian Embassy, Beijing
British Embassy, Beijing
British High Commission, 
Singapore
Clifford Chance, Singapore
Conrad Hilton Foundation
Cordes Family Foundation
Coveni Inc.  
Czech holdings
East Bay Community Founda-
tion
East West Management 
Institute
Economic Development 
Board of Singapore
Economist Newspaper
Embassy of Spain, Singapore
Etat de Géneve
EuropeAID, European Union
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
First Unitarian Church, 
Omaha
First Unitarian Church, 
Portland
French Embassy, Beijing
Global Inc.
Google Grants
Harvard University
Hemet Properties
HILL Think Piece.
HP company
Leaders’ Quest Ltd
Levi Strauss Foundation
Lexis Nexis
Li Lu Humanitarian Founda-
tion
MacArthur Foundation
Marshall Foundation
Microsoft
Mobiliere Suisse Assurance
National Endowment for 
Democracy (NED)
Open Society Institute (OSI)
Singapore Cooperation Pro-
gram, Singapore Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs
SingTel
Skoll Foundation
Socental AG

Sorrell foundation
Stichting Oranje fonds
Sunny Vista Realty, Inc.
T. Rowe Price
Taiwan Fund for Democracy
Taxe CO2
Toronto-Dominion Bank
UBS Fund management
United Nations Office of 
the High Commissioner for 
Human Rights, Cambodia 
(UNOHCHR)
United States State Depart-
ment
Ville de Géneve
World Justice Project

LAW FIRM DONORS
Allen & Overy
Ashurst
Clifford Chance
Fiducia LLP
Hogan Lovells
K&L Gates
King & Spalding
Khattar Wong
Linklaters
Olswang
Providence Law
Rajah & Tann LLP
RHTLaw Taylor Wessing
Shearman & Sterling
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Mea-
gher & Flom LLP

BENEFACTOR DONORS 
(10,000$ AND ABOVE)
Wendy Adams
Martin Bussmann
Amy Carroll
P. Y. Chung
Mathew R. Cohler
Christopher DeLong
Daniel R Fung
Martin Halusa
Danialle Karmanos
Shiv Vikram Khemka
Anthony Scaramucci
Eileen and Jay Walker
Numerous others that wished 
to remain anonymous.

INDIVIDUAL DONORS 
Thaer Abdulhadi  

INDIVIDUAL DONORS
Our work to advance the rule of law and improve access to legal 

representation would not be possible without the generous support of 
many people. The individual contributions made to IBJ in 2013 and 
2014 has made a real difference in IBJ’s efforts to carry out its mis-
sion to ensure access to justice for all. We extend our heartfelt thanks 
to all of you for your support.
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Allen Adler  
Maher Ahmed  
Linda Ahronson  
Jeb Mays Agate 
Jory Agate 
Ahn Hyo Jeung
James Akre  
Max Albers  
Michael Alexei  
Azzam Alkadi  
Raneem Al-Kilani  
John Allaman  
Faisal Alqadi  
Talal Alqadi  
Ezou AlZumari  
Morgan Andersen  
David Anderson  
Komala Ramu Anil 
Akram Aoun  
Mario Arcari  
Jay Austin  
Marilyn Averill  
Steven Awakuni  
John Aycock  
Marcel Bach  
Don Bailey  
Michelle Barmazel  
Alexa Barrett  
Torsten Bartsch  
Nicholas Basile  
Harsha Basnayake  
John Beach  
Tara Beams  
Albert Behler  
Sven Behrendt  
Philip Bein  
Virginia Bellettini  
Erinn Benedict  
Denise Beneteau  
Dwayne Bensing  
Aurora Bewicke  
Henriette Bezzola-Bodmer  
Alix K Bickson 
David Bleich  
Katherine Bleich  
Davina Borrow-Jones  
Emma Brandon  
Eileen M Brennan 
Kel Britvec  
Estelle Brot  
Robert Brown  
Carl Bruch  
Pamela Brylski  
Robert Burke  
J. Randolph Burnham 
Samuel Butensky  
Geneviève  Corbex Cachat 
Elena Palacios Carnazzola 
Kyran Cassidy  
Kenneth Caufield
Chan Kwok Fai Stephen  
Yang Chang  
Milasoa Charel-Robson  
Chen Xiaoming  
Michelle Cheo  

Eric Cherry  
Nungia Chi  
Kah Cho  
Alice Chow  
Eddy Chow  
Anthony Ciolli  
Klara Cizkova  
Adam Clements  
Sanford Climan  
Joseph Coco  
Massimo Colombo  
Andrew Compton  
Philip Cook  
Christine Costello  
Richard Costello  
Edgar Cowtan  
Margaret CowTan  
Giulia Crescini  
Noreen Crowley  
Kate Crozier  
Kenneth Cukier  
Monica Cummings  
John Cuti  
Marianne Daengeli  
Fadi Abou Daher 
Vivian Danton  
Myriam Darbellay  
John P Darby 
Joan Darby  
Denise Davidoff  
Claire Davies  
Michael Davis  
Justin Davison  
Felicia Daunt  
Alice Dauriac  
Laura Deal  
Andrea Delannoy  
Guillaume Delannoy  
Paul Demakis  
Daphne Demetriou  
Yede Dennis  
Charlie Deram  
Tatiana Battaglia Dias 
Stephen Dick  
Lisa Dickieson  
Larisa Dinsmoor  
Marina Dinsmoor  
Cheryl Dorsey  
Michael Elliott  
Angela Edwards  
Pascale Elrington  
Tina Elvang  
Dorothy Emerson  
Kristin Engvig  
John Evans-Klock  
Johnny Falla  
Jonathan Foster Famnton 
Win and Christia Neuger 
Fam 
Jimmy Fanelly  
Nicola Fehlmann  
Eric Feldman  
Zuzana Fialova  
Nancy Fina  
Eve Fisher  

Theodore Forbath  
Thomas Foster  
Marcel Fournier  
Robert French  
Nikolaos Freris  
Lara Fuchs 
Fung Wai Kong 
Karim Galal  
Azalia Ganji  
Kelly Ganon  
Gary Gansle  
Joshua Garber  
Marc Garber  
Annelies Garcia  
Abdul Razzag Garoot 
Kari Gerber  
Janet Gerlings  
Amy Gex  
Matthew Gilsenan  
Amance Giraud  
Cecilia Giussani  
Thomas Glanzmann  
Becky Glazebrook  
Harmony Glazebrook-Pittet  
Paul Golden  
Janet Gomez  
Giles Goodhead  
Ann Goslin  
Mayer Grashin  
Sam Green  
Robert Gretch  
Louisa Greve  
Susan M Gronquist 
Jessica Gronna  
Jimmy Gu  
Tracey Gu  
Li Hongh Gu 
Marilyn Gullett  
Linda Gulley  
Ed Guo  
Bro Hagan  
Paul Haible  
Philipp Haller  
Matt Hallinan  
Waleed Hamaidah  
Sarey Hamarneh  
Elizabeth Handover  
Allison Hart  
Matthew Hart  
James Hatton  
Lina Hawari  
Andrew Held  
Patricia Higginbotham  
Kevin Higgins  
Thomas Hockley  
Ryann Hoffman  
David Hogan  
Archie Hogan  
Jessica Holcombe  
Karin Holm  
John Holten  
Jacqueline Hong  
Tiffany Hong  
Vicki Hood  
Sharon Houchens  

Joya Van Hout 
Bruce Van Hoven 
Courtenay Howe  
Katherine Hoyer  
Katherine Elizabeth Huang 
Charlene Huang  
Aisling Hubbard  
Andrew Hubbard  
Laura Hubbard  
Ulrich Uber  
Dirk Hufnagel  
Clara M Hyun 
Diego Di Iorio 
Julie Jacobson  
Renee Jakobs  
Francis James  
John Jameson  
J Peter Jarrett 
Peter Jarrett  
Anabelle Jenkins  
Mikee Johnson  
Richard Johnston  
Karen Jones  
Mike Jones  
Pavel Jor  
Manning Jordan  
Michael Josephs  
Kareen Kafity  
Pat Kahn  
Puneet Kakkar  
Mohamed Kamali  
Melissa Kapadia-Bodi  
Laser Kaplan  
Danialle Karmanos  
Emily Karrer  
Ismail Katanani  
Kevin & Shirley Kearney
Allison Kelsoe  
Astere P Kenyon 
Peter Kenyon  
James Key  
Alanna Khalil  
Sharon Khan  
Urvashi Khemka  
Andrew Khoo  
Ramy Khorshed  
Jihyun Kim  
Ravina Kirpalani  
Stephanie Kleine-Ahlbrandt  
Philip Klinedinst  
Elisabeth Knulst  
Jad Kobeissi  
Julie Kohn  
Akhila Kolisetty
Jeremy Korzenik  
Karin Krchnak  
Hicham Kreidieh  
Rajan V Kumar 
Niklas Kunkel  
Dae Keun Kwon 
Lee Do Kwon 
Jennifer Kwong  
Kenzie Lau Kwong 
Andrew Lam  
Hok Lam  
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Jeff Lam  
Katherine Lam  
Jonathan Lane  
Christina Lang  
Robert Lang  
Robert Langdon  
Maxine Lange  
George Langford  
Andrew Lauterback  
Kamy Lavanchy  
Sharon Law  
Elisabeth Leaning  
Susan Lee  
Jean-Pierre Lehmann  
Clement Leturgie  
Anne Leung  
Evelyn Leung  
Guillaume Levy-Lambert  
Carmen Li  
Teddy Li  
Wanjun Liang  
Agustina Limpenny  
Kevin Lin  
Quinnie Lin  
Natalie B. Linguri 
Aakashi Liyanage
Sanjeewa Liyanage  
Sean Liyanage  
Zoe Lo  
Fred and Susan Lowther  
Jackie Lucey  
Patrick Lupinski  
Carolyn Lutz
Hnin Pwint Lwin  
Guillermo MacLean  
Brenda. Mader  
Michelle Maggs  
Kate Maguire  
Steven Mah  
Kellie Maher  
Noah Manduke  
Jaisal Mariwala  
Jack Martin  
Andrey Matveyev  
Michael Maya  
Douglas McCandless  
Gray McCarty  
Linda McCollum  
John McCourt  
Kirstin McCudden  
Karen Mccusker  
Teresa McGreevy  
Rebecca McMahon  
Philip McNamara  
Lincoln McNey  
Rui Melo  
Yagmur Menzilcioglu  
Laura Messenger  
Terri Michos  
Heather Miller  
Ronald Millet  
Simona Mindrut  
Kao Ming-Yu  
Tamara Minton  
Nazanin Mirzadeh  
Louise Mita  

Heather Mitchell  
Mary Mitchell  
Katharina Mohr  
Michael Moller  
Mary Molyneux  
Regina Mooney  
Clarisse Morgan  
Ava Morgenstern  
Margaret Morrison  
Margaret Mottaz-Shilliday  
Francesca Mundy  
Christopher Muntz  
Hatem Murad  
Finella Murphy  
Anton Muthuhara  
Anthony Natale  
Miriam Nemeth  
Gordon Ng  
Kwok Ng  
Teresa Ng  
Ngoc Nguyen  
Kara Nottingham  
Sara Nuaimi  
Daniel Offner  
Kimberly Ormsby  
Tobias Orthen  
Ishaan Pakrasi  
Joanne Palmer  
Deborah Papworth  
Edy Pascal  
Richard Paton  
Thomas Paufique  
Katie Paulson-Smith  
Jason Pedowitz  
William and Judith Penni-
man  
Menlu Petrone  
George Perez  
Kate Pipa  
Caroline Pittet  
Robinson Pittet  
Solange Pittet  
Matthew Plumb
Poh Mui Hoon  
Nicolas Russell Pollack 
Dianne Post  
Elizabeth Presley  
Larry Price  
Adriana Puscas  
Ammar Qwaider  
Gregory A Ratta 
Robert Reginato  
Zoe Reich  
Andrew Reinagel  
Donna Reitano  
Frank Richardson  
Erica Rieken  
Jennifer Rimm  
Madeleine Robins  
Brian Rohan  
Elizabeth Rohan  
Gerald Rohan  
Judith Rohan  
William Rohan  
Kermit Roosevelt  
James Ross  

Anne Rossier  
Kira Rowell  
Carol Rush  
Marianne Salih  
Ilene Salzmann  
Ahmad Sameer  
Waleed Sami  
Ronald Sand  
Craig Sandler  
Angelina Sassi  
Tim Scheu  
Philipp Schieferdecker  
Mirjam Schoening  
Michael Schwartz  
Vivian D Scot 
Brandon Sears  
Joris Sellam  
Steve Seneque  
Ana Sepulveda  
Gaurav Sharma  
Steve K Shearer 
Julie Sheppard  
Rebecca Shey  
Rubing Shi  
Reza Shirazi  
Zubin Shroff  
Monica Shultz  
Michael Shumbusho  
Benjamin Sidbury  
Mark Sidel  
Greg Silcock  
Alan Simon  
John Simpkins  
Nancy Singer  
Nithyanantham Sivananthan  
Kiana Sloan-Hillier  
Rachel Solomon  
James Son  
Jennifer Song  
Brad Spirito  
Jessica Stein  
Alexis Steinhilber  
Eva Steketee  
Radu Stinghe  
Detlev Stoffels  
Chuiyin Strate  
Sarah Strock  
Maura Sullivan  
Leana Taing  
Brian Tang  
Mark Thuston  
William and Lanora Tom  
Pamela Thompson  
Spencer Ton  
Michelle Tong  
Elissa Tonkin  
Glenn Treacher  
Jeana Trost  
Robert Trudell  
Jennifer Tsai  
Alex Tse  
Amy Tse  
Joyce Tse  
Kelvin and Cindy Tse
Kenneth and Joyce Tse
Kenny and Marsha Tse

Karen Tse  
Mario Tse  
Pearl Tse  
Piu Tse  
Sharyne Tu  
Mohammed Tubaileh  
Katrina Turnbow  
Laura Unflat  
Gerald Ungar  
Marthi Ungar  
Varonique Goy Veenhuys 
Stevanne Van Der Velden
Gemma Vestal  
Sharon Vinick  
Mark Vozkova  
Caroline Vroom  
Mathis Wackernagel  
Aneesha Wagh  
Jennifer Wagner  
Janice Wakefield  
Jasmine Wang  
Liu Wang  
Willis Wang  
Bryan Warner  
Christie Warren  
Rebecca Wass  
Dennis Watson  
Samuel Wee  
Roxie Weideman  
Bruce Weinelt  
Sandy Weiner  
Neil Weinstein  
David Whitworth  
J F Wicker-Miurin 
Markus Nikla Wietlisbac 
Edward Wight  
Hilda Williams  
Mark Willis  
Andrew Wilson  
Scott Wilson  
Alexander Wong  
Caroline Wong  
Eva Wong  
Walter Wong  
Wendell Wong  
Linnet Workman  
Elle Wu  
Jennifer Wu  
Josephine Wu  
Farah Yacoubi  
Mia Yamamoto
Yoon Jang Hyun
Yu Song  
Gary Yoshimura  
Kimberly Yuhas  
Anthony  M Zamparutti 
Graziella Zanoletti  
Zheng Qin Wei
David Zhou  
Harry Zhou  
Willa Zhou  
Paul Ziebarth  
Barbara Zientek
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“In our individual country trainings and con-

ferences, the actual legal training is only one 

part of the whole. It is a place where lawyers 

and the judicial community come together 

and look honestly at the past, present and 

future ahead of them. In addition to legal 

tactics, we have sung songs, written poems, 

cried tears of grief and disbelief and then tears 

of joy with a desire to move forward, to make 

history and create a different reality for future 

generations.”

Karen Tse
IBJ CEO and Founder

“As the world community advances  

toward social progress and economic  

prosperity, more countries recognize  

that embracing the rule of law is crucial  

to shaping their futures. International  

Bridges to Justice works effectively with  

governments to promote responsible  

change and protect legal rights.”

Hilde Schwab, Chairperson & Co-Founder,
Schwab Foundation for Social Entrepreneurship
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I’m very excited about the International Bridges to Justice model. I think it 

has tremendous power and would love to see it spread throughout the world. 

There’s a foundation that’s been built and it’s a foundation that I think is very strong. 

What I love about social entrepreneurs such as Karen Tse is that they are often quite 

resourceful in how they spread their work. They often do it with limited resources, 

they find creative ways to extend it, they experiment, they innovate, they test, they 

find what works, and they adapt it. IBJ has a framework template but they are 

also committed to the countries, in doing it in an in depth way in the local country 

environment, building appropriate links in partnership with those countries and I 

think that’s a powerful way to go. I’m confident that IBJ will continue to pursue 

its mission and that it has a shot in eliminating torture in this century, 

which is very exciting.

Gregory Dees, Founding Faculty Director at the Center for the Advancement of Social 
Entrepreneurship (CASE) at Duke’s Fuqua School of Business 

Greg Dees passed away at the age of 63 in December 2013, after spending decades showing how the theory 
and practice of entrepreneurship and innovation could be blended with social missions to tackle poverty, ac-
cess to justice, and other global challenges in new, high-impact ways. Recognized internationally for develop-
ing social entrepreneurship as an academic field, he was the founding faculty director the the Center for the 
Advancement of Social Entrepreneurship (CASE) at Duke’s Fuqua School of Business and Rubenstein Senior 
Fellow in Social Entrepreneurship with Duke’s Innvation and Entrepreneurship Initiative (I&E).
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Justice Can’t Wait

64 rue de Monthoux

CH-1201, Geneva, Switzerland

internationalbridges@ibj.org

Phone: +41(0).22.731.24.41

Fax: +41(0).22.731.24.83 

www.ibj.org  
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