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Memorandum of Understanding on Legal Aid Cooperation
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Preamble
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The organizations party to this MOU, International Bridges to Justice (IBJ) and the Union Legal
Aid Board of Myanmar (ULABJ:
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Recognizing ULAB’s leadership as the first governmental body to provide legal aid to the people
of Myanmar;

Béeom&9oaeoo]§$m$800g&eoesgsoomrﬁsaq?eo $BEEDGPS ch‘f)eeor)8$8<;oq$ @éeooo&q)
Selcickerlclecaleplcaloplelttloic ot P lgwEe o slec s ciebalioplealopleleat®iel o?ooaooﬁqlcﬁqp $C oqPosigod

qps
Recognizing ULAB’s deep commitment to, and work aimed at, the provision of legal aid in
Myanmar;
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Recognizing the opportunity and potential for joint collaboration between ULAB and IBJ to
achieve universal access to justice in Myanmar;
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And;
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Recognizing |1B)’s commitment and support to Myanmar’s legal aid since 2012;
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Recognizing |B)'s global leadership working with state legal aid institutions around the world,
including China and India; and
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Recognizing |B)’s impact in Myanmar, opening six justice centres and publishing Myanmar’s first
ever Defender Practitioners Manual as part of Mylustice Program;
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Herewith enter into and conclude this MOU for the implementation of legal aid services in
Myanmar.
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IBJ is an international organization supporting the right to counsel for the poor in criminal cases,
headquartered in Geneva, Switzerland. IBJ was established in 2000.

c005§opEopbs 1B a0pd peepuoogel 6conaddg(aé BoBagieomEBst giedit:om Mylustice sagel
80500532332005:32[36 [g§088epE 3a0005dlesmnlgadeodgpiod qpba3Eesonigrbagediidloogdi 1B]
26556 [9§08EE0RE onepigongolon 6 oeEapbaoaff: [Gbg(gE §adscoqoopd eol:gdidkopyps
0p3p3mEides00qPimacgad cq.esqpfaé  Bod§eSale(gEegadndesmnigrbeoingedgiloopt
B[g€ 1BJ 20pS [g§r§8eap€ aq.6564,004p:me0305 poesadEepaagdsacociypijpeviat cg.c56q,
QOqPEm0R0’ 6 eso0Comsiqpidgeolga [g6gadEeponepiBaeqronapmadBioliy odcdypist 0om:dE:
eagiegiqpioyCiolgpdeodgidealgt cpoopueazaadupmeuiggpiadaopds oqtiolgiapbeoinged§dloogbi
IBJ is currently working in Myanmar under a grant from the European Union, in collaboration
with the British Council, as part of the My Justice network in Myanmar. 1BJ is operating 6 Justice
Centres in Myanmar providing direct representation of the poor and vulnerable accused of
criminal offenses. IBJ is also developing training materials for attorneys in Myanmar, conducting

attorney trainings, doing roundtable discussions with the criminal justice community, and doing
legal awareness events. “
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For the purposes of strengthening access to justice in Myanmar, both the ULAB and IBJ desire to
work together to deliver criminal legal aid for poor and vulnerable people in Myanmar.
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With the signing of this MOU, on the basis of mutual trust and respect and in the spirit of

cooperation, both parties agree to establish a framework of cooperation whereby IBJ shall extend
support to the ULAB in support of legal aid delivery.
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The MOU may be amended by mutual consent and through an exchange of letters between the
ULAB and IBJ. The MOU may be terminated by either the ULAB or IBJ upon written notice to the
other.
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If there is any contradiction with regard to the language of this MOU, Burmese Language shall
prevail.
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ARTICLE 1

Eéoooo&qeoasmoom&eoapozeqm{;dmo§owqx
Responsibilities of the Union Legal Aid Board (ULAB)

o.01  Zadlamiecybgrol [gebeomEpueasreomadenycuieamadmacsst ooepio€snalanyad
[goomteam  poessaeconcdmaopeusogypiel  aq§oodst camigadqedypisEodagdideardopbieants
ooepio€eradengodigiooieom pussmeemndmmmenionnd :gseepdiypie 3:8qEdorgpimaqeoSauRd: ‘

9.

i



comés 83260008 3288e[mpongedeps 228§4ps pRSlopiqodyp: $& 060020005503 aod[g§ogn:
0p8[g6Sloopd Eéeooo&ePeoessaoomcﬁs;creeozeq:sagwé mqa:o&ma%mgo%@msﬁ]omzem
:330p5pis¢ cogsdeagiegaapgpSom (ﬁé]sqp:qjgogeoooﬁgcﬁ@&c;@& 20a3dlaclagpest 05aqdsg)
0o8:3g3a0p5iqpizacs(§E molodgealgsgodqpiengta§itengs caontgodeoipdigdoopd

1.1. From time to time, the ULAB will develop and issue notifications, orders, directives, and
procedures relating to the ethics and performance of accredited legal aid providers and reporting
requirements of accredited organisations. The ULAB will consult with organisations holding
accreditation and provide fair opportunity for to provide feedback on these policies before they

are finalised.
|

o [gedecmEepuesmeeamcdmmeuieqzedmacs(st Eéemﬁ@eoeas@oé@&s@qeozeqs

2285¢ GE0300bs002600 03E:5€ [gobsudme0d 32833208:08:03000808 eoesa@éq:sao?sgéqpseow&é
cono0pd Bgadypiod conddesmEgodaopdmlg =e8dlBgqdypiod coepiolaradsapddiggficonieo
$3320p5:20013208 200860752005 puesmIedIMGOIEREPIa5a] Bee6008 aBelptieus§E

é]ooéu

1.2. The ULAB will devise a system through which the ULAB and subsidiary legal aid bodies in
receipt of requests for legal aid, refer such cases to appropriate legal aid providers including
organisations holding accreditation.
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1.3. From time to time, and in accordance with its responsibilities under the Legal Aid Law and
Bylaws and other regulations, the ULAB or subsidiary legal aid bodies may requ{lest a report on
information about the status of legal aid cases referred to IBJ, such request to be answered
timely. This does not include information prohibited or protected by law. ULAB will notify IBJ in
advance of what information it requires IBJ to track for such reports.
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1.4. From time to time, and in accordance with its responsibilities under the Legal Aid Law and
Bylaws and other regulations, the ULAB or subsidiary legal aid bodies may request a visit to
premises of the offices of IBJ, such reasonable request to be accommodated.
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1.5. In recognition of the cooperative and voluntary nature of this MOU and the shared goals of
strengthening access to justice, the ULAB and subsidiary legal aid bodies will respect the

independence of IBJ and not unlawfully interfere in the confidential legal and related services
provided or in the other affairs of the organisation.
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1.6. Should the ULAB in the future develop a government-funded arrangement for delivery of
legal services through independent legal aid organisations, organisations with accreditation,

including IBJ, and who have delivered satisfactory services, will receive priority consideration for
funded opportunities. 5
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ARTICLE 2

International Bridges to Justice (IBJ) eloono§ogrepsqp:

Responsibilities of International Bridges to Justice (1BJ)
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[A] Pursuant to this MOU IBJ will undertake the following responsibilities:
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2.1. Providing strategic advice and securing resources to support and assist ULAB in developing
national system wide legal aid; “
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2.2. Collaborate with ULAB to establish and administer, initially, 5-8 ULAB Legal Aid fully-
equipped offices as Centers of Excellence in strategic geographical locations;
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2.3. Training and capacity development for lawyers working with ULAB;
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2.4. Development of E-learning and online training materials and, where needéd, supporting a
technology portal for effective case management to strengthen the capacity of defense lawyers
in Myanmar.
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[B] Further to the above IBJ will also undertake the following responsibilities:

Jg  IB] $C IB) oo o§conean ooepigongolomeeg eegps 0§oobiypisacs(yt [gepsioon:
0pd  oopbadpossgps  200588epanamdEao;n  madlamieaggrooodgiood  spSspoeagp:
0pBsqdropbionbigpisennd  200500dgdepisEaladndopypisacyad  seedpueszacccbaacneLmbas
[gebecontepusameamadmamenicamedst gedléeaongodogniupdigddlaopdn
2.5.1BJ and its staff will cooperate with the Union Legal Aid Board to deliver free legal aid services
to eligible people in accordance with law and related bylaws regulations.
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2.6. IBJ will ensure its staff abide by a non-discrimination policy in the delivery of legal aid and
relevant services in accordance with the objectives and basic principles of legal aid under Legal
Aid Law Sections 3(a) and 4(f).
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2.7.I1BJ and its staff will provide legal aid services in accordance with the minimum requirements
articulated in Chapter 11 of the Legal Aid Law.
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2.8.1BJ will ensure its staff do not seek any fees or interest from the person entltled to seek legal
aid in accordance with Legal Aid Law Section 37(b).
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2.9. I1BJ will ensure strict adherence to the principle of non-corruption in accordance with Legal
Aid Law Section 37(c).
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2.10. I1BJ will ensure that its staff are properly trained and supervised to provide a high standard
of legal aid services to build public confidence in the provision of legal aid.
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2.11.1BJ, to the extent its resources permit, will accept legal aid cases referred by the ULAB and
subsidiary legal aid bodies as relevant to the type of legal and other relevant services IBJ

ordinarily provides. é 5
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2.12. In the determination of income eligibility for legal aid services, IBJ may apply its own income

eligibility criteria provided that it is not more restrictive than the income eligibility criteria issued
by the ULAB.
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2.13. Should IBJ determine that a case referred by the ULAB and subsidiary legal aid bodies

cannot be taken by IBJ, a letter containing a written explanation will be provided; to the ULAB or
relevant subsidiary legal aid body.
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2.14. |BJ agrees to allow reasonable requests to visit its office by the ULAB and subsidiary legal
aid bodies in accordance with ULAB’s responsibilities under the Legal Aid Board and Bylaws and
other regulations.
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2.15. IBJ agrees to cooperation with the ULAB and subsidiary legal aid bodies with the

understanding that under this MOU they will receive no financial reimbursement for handling
cases referred to them. . a‘
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IN WITNESS THEREOF, the undersigned, being duly authorised by the relevant authorities, sign
this MOU in two equally authentic originals, with the Union Legal Aid Board and IBJ receiving one

original copy.

H /L‘ Uu g m;"

U Nyan Win

Chairman

Union Legal Aid Board

The Republic of the Union of Myanmar
Date:

Ar
Kanin~ S doA
Karen Tse

Chief Executive Officer (CEQ)
International Bridges to Justice

Date: (g f:;é’*’?/f@h ﬂb)%
v

Ry |

Sa njeéi’Za Liyanage

;/m‘t/ernational Programs Director

International Bridges to Justice

Date: JE - @é‘ (bﬂé«ﬁj IV ( €< .

.=

cob L. Stevens.
Myanmar Country Director
International Bridges to Justice

Date: 18 February 2019L






